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Notable Postcard: Vesuvius EruptionNotable Postcard: Vesuvius Eruption  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲►11 Apr 1930 picture postcard addressed to Bern, 
Switzerland. It is franked with the 75c Conciliation issue 
(Scott 7) paying the external postcard rate. 

The remarkable photo side of the card depicts the smoking 
central cone of the active Vesuvius volcano. Vesuvius is the 
most well know and studied volcano on earth, with 
numerous eruptions in recoreded history dating from the 
iconic 79AD Pompei catastrophy. The eruption depicted in 
this photo is likley the most recent that occrrued on 3 June 
1929 and caused a significant lava flow. 

The 9 Apr 1930 Monte Vesuvio private date cancel was 
applied at the funicular railway that transported tourists 
up the slope of the volcano to view the crater when it was 
inactive. The sender likely obtained this card during a visit 
and mailed the card several days later from Vatican City. 

http://www.funicolarevesuviana.it/history4.php 
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Dear VPS Members, 

This issue of the Notes comes to you with a long delay due to my 
work commitments. It also brings to a close a difficult year for 
many of us with the continued presence of the COVID virus and 
a change in the production of the Notes. 

I am happy to report that several members have stepped up to 
offer help in two key areas. The first is with content for the Notes. 

This issue contains a first article from Lou Giorgetti on Vatican 
postal history to Liechtenstein. Lou combined two of collecting 
his interests to produce an exceptional first article. We have 
planned a number of other articles for the coming year as well. 

The second is the appointment of Dennis Oniszczak as a new 
chairman to recruit and support new members. As many of you 
know, Dennis has been a driving force in helping with our web-
site for the last several years. Dennis is committed to help in-
crease and sustain our membership and has a number of creative 
ideas to help do so. Please help by reaching out to anyone you 
know who may have an interest in starting a collection or has an 
interest in Vatican history. Philately is such a diverse and fasci-
nating hobby and can be enjoyed by anyone! 

I have also been working on a number of different content areas 
to cover on a more consistent rotating quarterly basis in the 
Notes. These include aerogrammes, FDCs, postal cards, first 
flight covers, Vatican commemorative folders, Numismatic cov-
ers and more! Stay tuned for 2022. 

Finally I hope you have taken the time to access and view the 
multi-part Collecting the Postal History of the Pontifical State 

series that is online for all members. Parts 4 & 5 will be published 
in 2022. If you have not registered on the website please do so. 

All the best for a blessed Christmas and New Year ! 
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52nd International  Eucharistic Congress 

This year Budapest will host the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress from 7-12 September. During his address to the Ple-
nary Assembly of the Pontifical Committee for International 
Eucharistic Congresses on 10 November 2018, Pope Francis 
explained that celebrating a Eucharistic Congress in a large and 
modern European city like Budapest “where the Gospel and the 
forms of religious affiliation have become marginal means coop-
erating with God’s grace in order to spread, through prayer and 
activity, a ‘Eucharistic culture’ - in other words a way of think-
ing and working grounded in the Sacrament yet perceptible also 
beyond the limits of the Church community.” The logo created 
for the Congress is featured together with a stylized map of Hun-
gary on the €1.15 coin, and on the €1.10 coin in continuity with 
the profile of the Hungarian Parliament building, which will host 
some of the celebrations of the Congress, flowing into the Da-
nube, whose Delta represents the earthly paradise in Romania  

3rd centenary of the Congregation of the Passionists  

The Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ celebrates this 
year the third centenary of its foundation. The founder, Saint 
Paul of the Cross, wrote the rule in Castellazzo, northwest Italy 
in 1721. Born in 1694 into a wealthy religious family, animated 
by great ideals and a strong character, the founder of the Pas-
sionists refused the prospect of a promising future choosing in-
stead to wear the black habit at the age of 26 and begin a life of 
prayer and penance in the solitude of Monte Argentario. Or-
dained a priest in 1727, he began intense missionary activity and 
in 1737 inaugurated the first Passionist convent on Monte Ar-
gentario. The Vatican postage stamp dedicated to this anniver-
sary shows the painting depicting Saint Paul of the Cross in the 
act of writing the rule of the Congregation, preserved in the cell 
of the church of San Carlo in Castellazzo Bormida (AL). In the 

upper left corner, the Passionists’ coat of arms shines out, com-
posed of a heart surmounted by a cross, with the inscription 
“JESU XPI PASSIO” (the Passion of Jesus Christ) recalling the 
mandate of Saint Paul of the Cross.  

Centenary of the foundation of the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart 

On 1st November 2020, the 100th academic year officially 
started for the university of Italian Catholics, founded in 1921 by 
Father Agostino Gemelli. “A century of history before us” is the 
motto chosen to accompany this important anniversary. It is not 
only the largest Catholic University in Europe, but also the only 
Italian University that boasts a national identity thanks to its five 
campuses in Milan, Piacenza, Cremona, Brescia and Rome. The 
postage stamp created for the occasion by artist Marco Ventura 
depicts on the left side the facade of the ancient monastery of 
Saint Ambrose designed by Bramante, acquired by the Univer-
sity in 1927 and which later became the University Headquarters 
in 1932. On the right side is the image of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, inspired by the painting found at the center of the Univer-
sity Chapel that in 1924 Father Gemelli commissioned artist 
Lodovico Pogliaghi to make, a reproduction of which is given to 
all students on their graduation day. The drawing also includes a 
book, representing knowledge enlightened by faith, and a parch-
ment, symbol of the academic degree achieved.  

7th centenary of the death of Dante Alighieri 

On the occasion of the seventh centenary of the death of the 
great poet, Vatican Philately will have a special philatelic issue 
and join the great chorus of all those who wish to honour 
Dante’s memory. Through his most famous poem, Dante 
Alighieri showed himself to be “a prophet of hope and a witness 

to the innate yearning for the infinite present in the human 

Vatican City New Issues: September 2021Vatican City New Issues: September 2021  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET  

▲Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

▲Left, two stamps issued for the 52nd international Eucharistic Congress held in Budapest, Hungary. Right, single issue 
commemorating the 3rd centenary of the Congregation of the Passionists. 
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 heart”, who “better than most knew how to express 

with poetic beauty the depth of the mystery of God and 

love.” The Vatican miniature sheet created for the oc-
casion by artist Gabriele Dell’Otto is inspired by Canto 
XXIV of Paradise in which the poet is subjected to the 
examination of faith by Saint Peter. The stamp repro-
duces the moment in which Dante tries to explain to 
the Prince of Apostles the fundamental truths of the 
faith; the margin features the tercet in which the poet 
describes faith as “A spark, which afterwards dilates to 

vivid flame, and, like a star in heaven, is sparkling in 

me” (Par. XXIV, 145-147). Dante’s transparency al-
lows us to catch a glimpse of the spark of faith that 
expands from the heart to become a burning flame that, 
like a sparkling star, illuminates the night sky  

4th centenary of the death of Saint Robert   
Bellarmine 

This year the Vatican aerogramme marks the fourth 
centenary of the death of Saint Robert Bellarmine, Jes-
uit theologian, writer, professor and rector of the Ro-
man College. Ordained a priest in 1870, he was made a 
professor at the Roman College for the chair of 
“Apologetics”. The aerogramme reproduces the paint-
ing of the Saint placed on the altar dedicated to him in 
the church of Saint Ignatius of Loyola in Rome. The 
postage stamp impression bears the coat of arms of the 
Gregorian University: in the center is the Madonna and 
Child with the caption “Sedes Sapientiae”, according 
to the title used by the Fathers of the Church; under-
neath is the inscription “Religioni et bonis artibus”, 

referring to the studies of Theology and humanistic 
culture. On the sides the letters AM and DG stand for 
“Ad maiorem Dei gloriam”, the motto of the Society of 
Jesus.  The heraldic elements present are those of the 
Loyola family on the left, with the year 1553 indicating 
the beginning of courses in Philosophy and Theology 
at the Roman College, and that of Pope Gregory XIII 
on the right, associated with the date of inauguration of 
the new center of the Roman College.  

450th anniversary of the birth of Caravaggio 

To celebrate the 450th anniversary of the birth of 
Michelangelo Merisi, better known as Caravaggio, 
the Vatican City issued a single stamp of €5.40 as 
part of a larger sheetlet. The denomination pays the 
postage for a first-step registered letter to destina-
tions in Italy. 35,000 copies were printed. The photo 
of the painting is by Mauro Coen. 

The subject is the stamp is the painting of the 
"Martyrdom of St. Matthew", produced between 1600 
and 1601, and found in the Contarelli chapel in the 
church dedicated to St. Luigi dei Francesi in Rome. 
The artist signed this work by painting an image of 
himself on the bottom of the dramatic representation, 
as if protruding from the backdrop of a theater. The 
executioner is placed in the center of the scene in the 
act of killing the evangelist, who is lying under him 
with his gaze turned to the sky in the direction of the 
angel who offers him a palm frond, a sign of the re-
ward that awaits him in Heaven. 

 

▲Sheetlet commemorating 
the 7th centenary of the 
death of the immortal poet, 
Dante Alighieri.  
 

From the Divine Comedy: 
 

“A spark, which afterwards 

dilates to vivid flame, and, 

like a star in heaven, is 

sparkling in me”  

(Par. XXIV, 145-147).  

►Cenentary of the 
foundation of the Catholic 
University of the Sacred 
Heart in Milano. 
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Vatican City New Issues — Technical Details 

 

Stamp 
Date          

Issued 
Face Value/
Price of Set 

Format  
(mm) 

 Perforations 
Printing  
Process 

Printer 
Maxi-
mum 

Printed 

52nd Eucharistic     
Congress 

8 Sept €1.10, 1.15 30 x 40 
13¼ x 13 

 
Offset,  
4 colors 

Cartor 
(France) 

36,000 

100th Anniv. 
Catholic           

University 
8 Sept €1.10 30 x 40 13¼ x 13 

Offset, 
4 colors 

Cartor 
(France) 

41,000 
 

7th Centenary 
Dante Alighieri 

8 Sept 
 

€1.15 
  

40.5 x 30           
M/S 106 x 176 

14¼  x 14 
Offset, 
4 colors 

Printex 
(Malta) 

26,000 
 

3rd Centenary 
Passionists 

8 Sept €1.10 215 x 105 13¼  x 13 
Offset, 
4 colors 

Cartor 
(France) 

36,000 

450th Anniv. 
Caravaggio 

8 Sept €5.40 30.5 x 41   13 x 13¼ 
Offset, 
4 colors 

Printex 
(Malta) 

35,000  

4th Centenary 
Robert Bellarmine 

8 Sept €2.40 100 x 150 189 x 293 
Offset 

 
 Joh. Enschedé 
(Netherlands)  

11,000 

▲Aerogramme commemorating the 4th centenary of the death of St. Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621). €2.40 value 
indicia design depicting the Pontifical Gregorian University. 
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▲Sheetlet 450th anniversary of the birth of Michelangelo Merisi Caravaggio. 
Maryydom of St. Matthwe, Church of San Luigi dei Francesi, Rome. 

450th Anniversary of the birth of Michelangelo Merisi Caravaggio 
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Christ the Redeemer Christ the Redeemer by Simone Martiniby Simone Martini  
JAMES C. HAMILTON 
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Simone Martini (ca. 1284-1344) was born in Siena 
and died in Avignon (during the Avignonese Pa-
pacy, 1309-1376). He painted in a Gothic style.  

While Martini’s section of Vasari’s Lives of the 

Painters does not describe his Christ the Redeemer 
fresco, Vasari relates that Martini was a student of 
the Florentine painter, Giotto (1266/1267—1337). 
He described Martini as “an excellent painter, sin-

gular in his time and greatly esteemed at the court 

of the pope, for after the death of Giotto,  his mas-

ter, whom he had followed to Rome... Simone cop-

ied Giotto’s style.” Martini’s brother-in-law was  
the Sienese painter Lippo Memmi.  The artist Mar-
tini settled in Avignon in 1336 or 1340 where he 
made the acquaintance of the poet and humanist, 
Petrarch (1304-1374) and completed two paintings 
for his published works. 

The painting, attributed to Martini, Christ the 

Redeemer, also known as “The Redeemer Confer-

ring a Blessing,” may be a missing part of an 
original and lost polyptych. It is a tempera on wood 
painting, measuring 38.3 x 28.5 cm, and located in 
Room II of the Vatican Museum (13-15th century 
works of art). It was painted 1315-1320. Its style is 
similar to paintings in the Palazzo Publico of Siena, 
such as Martini’s huge fresco, Majesty, (Maestà) which 
depicts an enthroned Virgin and Child surrounded by 
saints, with the child Jesus giving a blessing.  

Christ’s right hand is raised in a Greek-style blessing, 
while his left hand rests on a book, which might be as-
sumed scripture. The Christ-figure stares with dark eyes 
directly at the viewer, his figure with dark skin and darker 
shoulder length hair. His outer robe is red trimmed with 
gold filigree (a symbol of royalty) and his tunic is blue (a 

symbol of trust, faith, heaven, and wisdom). The figure 
stands in front of a gold background, also identified as a 
symbol of divinity. 

Martini’s paintings are scattered across Italy, France, and 
elsewhere, Toulouse, Pisa, Siena, Assisi, Orvieto, are 
some of numerous locations. Some are known to be his 
works, others attributed to him.   

Vatican City issued Scott 487-491 in 1970, a set of five 
stamps marking the 50th anniversary of the ordination of 
St. Paul VI. Four of the stamps contained paintings of 
Christ, including Martini’s Christ the Redeemer (Scott 
487), with other artists including Roger van der Weyden, 
Albrecht Durer (or the School of Durer), and El Greco.  

 

 

References: 

“Simone Martini,” located at 
https://www.museivaticani.va/
content/museivaticani/en/
collezioni/musei/la-pinacoteca/
sala-ii---secolo-xiii-xv/simone-
martini--il-redentore-
benedicente.html 

Simone Martini, in Guide to 
the Works of Major Italian 
Renaissance painters,” located 
at https://
cavallinitoveronese.co.uk/
general/view_artist/11 

 

 

▲Scott 487 (1970) issued to mark the 50th anniversary of St. Paul VI, 
Christ the Redeemer, a painting by Simone Martini. 

▲First day of issue cover featuring three of the stamps issued to mark St. Paul VI’s 50th 
anniversary of ordination. The three depictions of Jesus are by Simone Martini, Roger van 
der Weyden, and the School of Albrecht Durer, Scott 487-499.  
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Vatican City Postal History to PeruVatican City Postal History to Peru  
JAMES C. HAMILTON — JCHAMILTON735@GMAIL.COM 

Peru — the Land and People 

Peru is located along the northwestern Pacific coast of South 
America and is an area of 496,225 sq. mi. (1,285,216 sq. 
km). It is the third largest country in South America. Peru 
borders Ecuador on the north, Columbia on the northeast, 
Brazil and Bolivia on the east, and on the south by Chile. The 
estimated 2020 population is 32, 824,000+. Lima, the capital, 
is the largest city with a population of over 9 million.  

The country contains a dramatic mix of three geographical 
regions—the Pacific coast (a 1,900 mile-long belt of arid 
lowlands, with most of Peru’s cities), the Sierra (the western 

and eastern Andes highlands), and the Montaña, a vast region 

of forested plains in the east, a humid lowland containing 
tropical rainforests of the Amazon, whose headwaters are in 
Peru. Lake Titicaca is the highest navigable waterway in the 
world (12,500 feet).   

Climate classifications in Peru are similarly diverse—tropical 

(rainforest, monsoon, savannah)  n the Montaña, arid (hot 

and/or cold in desert and steppe areas), temperate (with wide 
variances in warm/cold, wet/dry summers, and polar (tundra 
or frost in the mountains). 

Peru’s people, as in other areas of South America, are a mix 
of Mestizo (European and indigenous, 60%) and Quechua 
(indigenous language-speakers 22%). About 70% speak 
Spanish. Between 70% to 90% identify as Roman Catholics. 
Religious syncretism of Christian with indigenous religions 

exists. The oldest architecture of the colonial era is the Cathe-
dral of Lima. Another important architectural site is the Con-
vent and Church of San Francisco of Lima. 

Peru contains rich deposits of minerals—gold, silver, copper, 
iron ore, phosphates, and manganese as well as petroleum 
products. There is unharnessed hydroelectric potential. Rail-
way construction assisted economic development but also 
bankrupted the country’s finances. 

Peru’s economy is based on agriculture, mining, and services. 
Many industries were nationalized in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Manufacturing counts for one-third of the GNP. Varying po-
litical interventions impacted the economy, with both ex-
panding and contracting results. Considerable economic po-
tential remains untouched or constricted. Peruvians suffer 
from poverty, natural disasters, a lack of productive agricul-
tural land, and malnourished children. 

The Viceroyalty of Lima 

Peru has one of the oldest civilizations in South America go-
ing back to 8,000-12,000 B.C. and earlier. The Incas con-
quered Peru as well as Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, and parts of 
southwestern Argentina after 1438.  

Francesco Pizarro explored Peru in 1524. In 1531, with a 
small army, Pizarro conquered the Inca empire and killed 
Atahuallpa, its king. Control was extended over all of Peru 
and it remained Spanish for 300 years. The Viceroyalty of 
Peru (est. 1453) was one of four viceroyalties Spain estab-

View of the Plaza and 
Cathedral of Lima, Peru, 

1852. 
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▲22 Apr 1982 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤720 total franking. Rate: 
20-gram letter ₤500 + airmail ₤200 per 5-grams x 1 = ₤200 = ₤700, 
overpaid by ₤20.  Scott 563, 564, 680, 697. 

▲24 Mar 1982 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤920 total franking. 
Rate: 20-gram letter ₤450 + air mail ₤180/5-grams x  2 = ₤360 = , 
overpaid by ₤50.  

lished to administer its territories in the Ameri-
cas. Peru was considered the most valuable 
territory because of it’s vast supply of silver, 
especially at Potosi. Silver convoys travelled 
annually to Madrid and served as a tempting 
target by buccaneers of other nations. Enslaved 
Indians mined the silver. A miner revolt in 
1780 led to demands for reform. Peru’s inde-
pendence from Spain followed a campaign led 
by General Jose de San Martin in 1821. By 
1824 Peru defeated Spanish forces and the 
Viceroyalty of Peru became part of the new 
nations of Peru and Chile.  

Peru after Independence 

After independence from Spain, Peru’s govern-
ment followed patterns of limited stability, with 
authoritarian regimes, military coups alternating 
with civilian rule within a republican, multi-
party framework. Populist and reform move-
ments achieved limited success in the 1960s  
Irresolvable political disagreements led to in-
creased presidential powers. Civil rights and a 
free press have been curtailed. Corruption has 
flourished. Border wars with Chile, Bolivia, and 
Ecuador occurred. In the 1990s a leftist terrorist 
group, Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) 
caused periodic havoc but was quelled in the 
late 1990s by the new government headed by 
Alberto Fujimori (but later he was imprisoned 
for civil rights abuses). The president is both  
head of state and head of government, serving a 
five-year term without immediate re-election. 
Recent scandals led to censure or resignations.  

References: For Peru’s land, people, economy, and 
history see the entry in Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 9, 
(1987), pp. 316-317); for recent developments see en-
tries in Wikipedia.  

Background map:                           
Peru & Bolivia, Blackie & Son, 
London, 1882. 

▲Rare 12 Oct 1938 postcard to Oroya, Peru. Franked with the 25c 
Gardens & Medallions issue (Scott xx) paying the exernal postcard 
rate. 
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►24 June 1981 
airmail cover to 
Lima, Peru, ₤620 
total franking. 
Rate: 20-gram 
letter = ₤300 + 
airmail ₤120 per 5 
grams x 2 = ₤240 
= ₤540, overpaid 
by ₤80. Stamps 
are Scott 428 and 
C68. 

▲22 April 1983 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤1,200 total franking. 
Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤500 + airmail ₤200/5.-gm. x 3-steps = ₤600 = total 
₤1,100, overpaid by ₤100. Stamps = Scptt 721,722, 710. 

▲4 October 1983 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤900 total franking. 
Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤500 + air mail ₤200/5-gm. x 2-steps = ₤400 = 
total ₤900. Stamps are Scott 701, 695, 616. 

▲Left, 9 June 1980 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤400 total franking. Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤300 + air mail ₤120/5-gm. x 1-step = 
₤120.  Cancelled as air mail but underpaid by ₤20. Stamps are Scott 668, 669, 371.  Right, 21 Jan 1980 airmail cover to Cuzco, 
Peru, total franking ₤290. Total rate was ₤420; cancelled as airmail. Stamps are Scott 617, 567, 601, 625.  
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The Incas were remarkable builders. Machu Picchu, an Inca city in the Andes, was built ca. 1450 but abandoned after the 16th century Span-
ish conquest. It is located 50 miles west of Cuzco on a  ridge 7,970 feet above sea level. It was unknown during the Spanish colonial era. 
Rediscovered in 1911, it is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The site has been undergoing reconstruction. It contains astronomical and 
religious features, with buildings of polished dry stone walls. 

▲Left, 28 May 1983 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤700 total franking.  Rate: 20-gm. Letter 500 + airmail 200/5.-gm. = total 
700. Stamps are Scott 701, 695, 581.  Right, 28 April 1981 cover to Lima, Peru, total franking ₤440.  Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤300 + 
air mail ₤120/5-gm. = ₤420, overpaid by ₤20.  Stamps are Scott 428, 666. 

The magnificent mountain 
panorama of Machu Picchu, 
Peru. 
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The covers illustrated in this article are from Salesian (Don Bosco) brothers in Rome to their confreres in Peru during 1980-1984. The 
covers display an interest in Vatican City philately. Note the groupings of stamps display specific interest in sets issued in the 1980s. 
Many of the covers are over-paid which also suggests philatelic interests associated with franking these covers.  

Poverty, lack of job skills, natural disasters, poverty, lack of nutrition plague Peru. The Salesians have a long history of working with 
children in Peru where 25% are malnourished. .Silesian missions started in 1891 and today operate 16 centers in Peru providing schools, 
structured activities, and churches/chapels. “Don Bosco Houses” operate as boarding schools in 11 locations. Influx of Venezuelan refu-
gees has increased the need for shelter. In the city town of Callao, the Silesians confront poisoning of children through the accumulation 
of large amounts of lead (for export) stored in the port city which has impacted the cognitive and emotional abilities of youth for which 
the brothers offer structured educational and support programs. 

References: https://salesianmissions.org/salesian_country/peru/                                                                                                                                                                  
https://www.infoans.org/en/sections/special-reports/item/9314-peru-new-frontiers-of-salesians-in-peru-don-bosco-house-and-venezuelan-migrants. 

▲16 Feb 1982 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤810 total franking. 
Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤450 + airmail ₤180/5-gm x 2-steps = ₤360 = 
total ₤810. Stamps are Scott 653, 674, 696. 

▲23 Sept 1981 airmail cover to Lima, Peru, ₤1,000 total franking. 
Rate: 20-gm. Letter ₤400 + airmail ₤150/5-gm. x 4-steps = ₤600 = 
total ₤1,000. Stamps are Scott 689-690, 677. 

1930s Pan America Airways travel poster. 
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Occasionally, collectors can find diplomatic mail from the various Apostolic Nucnictures that the Holy See has used to 
maintain its international diplomatic presence since the formation of the Vatican City State in 1929. The two scarce exam-
ples below are from the Apostolic Nunciature located in Lima, Peru. 

▲3 Dec 1946 airmail cover from the 
Apostolic Nunciature in Lima, Peru 
to Milano, Italy.  
Cachet handstmaps inlcude: 
“Nunciatura Apostolica Lima” and a 
boxed “Official Vatican Diplomatic 

Mail, Correspondencia Oficial 

Diplomatica Vaticana”. 

“Servicio Aereo Nor-Atlantico” 

airmail service handstamp. 

 

Transit and arrival backstmaps 
include: 5 Dec Miami, 5 Dec 
Washington D.C. and 11 Dec 1946 
Milano arrival. 

▲13 Dec 1951 registered airmail cover 
from the Apostolic Nunciature in Lima, 
Peru to Sydney, Australia.  
 

Cachet handstamps inlcude: 
“Nunciatura Apostolica Lima” and a 
boxed “Official Vatican Diplomatic Mail, 

Correspondencia Oficial Diplomatica 

Vaticana”. 

 

Backstamps: 14 Dec, San Francisco and 
Sydney, Australia. 

Lima, Peru — Vatican Diplomatic Mail 
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▲Scarce 8 Aug 1945 cover from the Vatican Apostolic Library addressed to 
Rafael Larco Herrera in Trujillo, Peru. The ₤5 total postage (Scott 96) pays 
the external letter rate. 25 Jan 1946 Lima, Peru backstamp. 

Rafael Larco Herrera (1872-1956) was a Peruvian politician, businessman,      
and philanthropist. He was first vice-president of Peru during the first       
Government of Manuel Prado, as well as minister of Foreign Relations and 
interim minister of Finance and Commerce.  

The Museo Larco was established in 1926 by Rafael Larco Hoyle, a pioneer of 
Peruvian archaeology, and it houses a fascinating collection of pre-Columbian 
art composed of approximately 45,000 objects.  

Mochica Headdress, Larco Museum 

Vatican Cover to a Peruvian Statesman 

Reverse 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Mary (Trujillo, Peru)  

Rafael Larco Herrera  
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St. Anthony 2021 Issue: Maximum Cards 

The two exceptional maximum cards below make use of original postcards dating from the 1930s with 
the new 2021 St. Anthony stamp and first day cancel. 
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Vatican City Hotel Mail: An UpdateVatican City Hotel Mail: An Update  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲Early 5 August 
1929 registered 
cover to Vienna, 
Austria with 
decorative corner 
card from the 
Hotel Flora. 

 

►Hotel Flora 
luggage label. 

►24 July 1938  to Collingdale, PA with an Art Deco-style font 
corner card from the Albergo Valle that includes address and  
telephone information. 

▲23 July 1930 to Green Bay, WI 
with a very simple text corner card 
from the Hotel Ludovisi on the re-
verse. Scarce combination of the 
Conciliation issue to make up the 
₤1.25 external letter rate. 

◄30 March 1948cover to 
to Malmo, Sweden with a 
distinctive art deco style 
illustrated corner card 
from the Albergo Diana. 

 

►Luggage label showing 
the Roman goddess Diana. 

The following article is an update of one previously published 
several years ago covering the extensive postal history of Vatican 
City mail with Hotel corner cards. This is a substantial area of 
Vatican City postal history simply because tourists used the   
stationery that was available to them from the hotel they were 
staying out during a visit to Rome. The article illustrates a total of 
71 covers and postcards. From 1929 to the 1980s. 
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◄12 Dec 1933 cover to Nurn-
burg, Germany with a simple 
text corner card from the 
Marini Strand Hotel 0on the 
reverse. 

 

 

►Luggage label, Marini 
Strand Hotel showing a view of 
the famous Trevi fountain.  

►17 Sept 1984 
airmail cover to  
Sundberg, Den-
mark with a ad-
dress text corner 
card from the 
Gambrinus Hotel 
Pensione. 

 

◄External view 
of the Hotel. 

▲1 March 1939 registered 
cover to Bern, Switzerland 
with a simple text corner 
card from the Albergo 
Pensione Frey. 

 

◄Postcard illustrating a 
view of the Hotel and   
garden. 

▲25 May 1962 cover to Huron, SD 
with a  simple text corner card 
from the Hotel Michelangelo. 

 

◄Postcard view of the Hotel. 
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►2 Sept 1957 cover to Eustis, FL with a simple 
text corner card from the Albergo Genova. 

Above: External view of the Hotel. 

◄18 Nov 1947 cover to Lokeren, Belgium with an illus-
trated corner card from the Albergo Victoria showing 
the statue of Romulus and Remus and the She Wolf. 

Above: Luggage label from Hotel showing a view of the 
Vatican along with Roman ruins. 

◄9 Oct 1930 regis-
tered cover to Zurich, 
Switzerland with a  
text corner card from 
the Hotel Pensione 
Dinesen listing the 
location in Rome and 
several other Italian 
cities.  

 

 

Named after the Danish author and hostess Karen Dinesen (1873-1973), 
the hotel was vacated in 1938 by orders from Mussolini who mandated 
that the street was to be demolished to accommodate new development. 
Above: Luggage label showing the hotel and various views of Rome. 
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▲20 Nov 1931 registered cover to Basel, Switzerland with a simple 
text corner card from the Eden Hotel. The scarce block of fifteen of 
the 25c surcharge (Scott 14) overpays the external registered letter 
rate of ₤2.75.  

▲21 March 1958 airmail cover to Elm, 
Germany with a  simple text corner 
card from the Hotel Regina Carlton. 

 

◄Luggage label, Hotel Regina Carl-
ton, showing a view of the Tiber river, 
Castel St. Angelo and the Vatican in 
the distance. 

▲20 April 1938 cover to Paris, France 
with a large text corner card from the 
Albergo Massimo D’Azeglio. 
 

Left: Luggage label showing the image 
of Prince D’Azeglio, namesake of the 
Hotel. 

◄2 April 1934 cover to Hei-
delberg, Gremany with a  
simple text corner card from 
the Hotel de Milan. ₤1.35 
external letter rate. 
 
►Luggage label, Hotel de 
Milan, showing shadow 
views of Roman ruins and 
the Vatican dome. 

 
 

 

▲Left: Reverse of the with transit and arrival backstamps. Right: 
Luggage label showing the Arch of Constantine. 
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▲30 Jan 1932 registered cover to Montclair, 
NJ with a classic script text corner card from 
the Hotel Beau Lite on the reverse along with 
a series of transit and final destination back-
stamps. Philatelic franking. 

▲Façade of the Hotel Beau 
Lite, Rome. 

▲May 1954 cover to Stuttgart, Germany from the Columbus 
Hotel with a pictoral corner card depicting the three ships that 
the explorer sailed on.  Façade of the hotel (right) located on the 
Via della Conciliazione leading to St. Peter’s Square and the 
Basilica. 

►(above right) 11 Jul 1941 cover to Lauf bei Nurnberg, 
Germany from the Hotel Villa Ludovisi. Philatelic franking. 

▲11 Nov 1929 registered cover to Chicago, IL from the Hotel 
Magestic with and imprint on the reverse. The ₤2.50 franking pays 
the ₤1.25 external letter + ₤1.25 registration fee. 
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                 ▲Scarce 26 Jul 1954 postcard 
depitctinf the Albergo Regina 
addresed to Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 35c external 

postcard rate 

►3 Jun 1937 cover and 
letter to Caplerville, TN 
from the Albergo La 
Capitale located near the 
Vatican Basilica of Santa 
Maria Maggiore. ₤1.25 
external letter rate. 

 

 

 

◄Advertising postcard 
of the Albergo La 
Capitale indicating 
rooms with running 
water, heating and a 
bath ! 

▲►29 Jan 1930 
registered cover to 
Rome sent from the 
Hotel d’Italie by a 
visitor. Hotel imprint 
on the reverse. 
Philatelic franking. 
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▲5 Apr 1940 registered cover to Basel, Switzerland. Hotel Regina 
Carlton corner card. 

▲12 Jan 1937 cover to Purcellville, VA. ₤1.25 external 
letter rate. Hotel Boston Roma imprint depicting ancient 
Roman columns on the reverse. 

▲19 Feb 1934 cover to Zurich, Switzerland. ₤1.25 external letter 
rate. Hotel di Londra & Gargill corner card and address.  

▲Scarce 11 Jul 1964 airmail special lettersheet ₤60 
external letter + ₤70 airmail to Chicago, IL.  

The front illustrates a corner card with the image of 
Ceasar Augustus from an ancient Roman coin. The 
reverse illustrates the exterior of the hotel. 

Reverse 
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▲4 Apr 1940 registered cover to Milano, Italy. Grand Hotel Flora illustrated corner card. Philatelic franking. 

▲30 Sept 1953 cove to Huntington, WV. ₤60 external letter + ₤60 
airmail to the US per 5gram x 2 = ₤120. Total postage of ₤180.    
Grand Hotel corner card. 

▲12 Apr 1966 cover to Brussels, Belgium. ₤90 exteral letter.       
Hotel Pension Cosmopolita corner card with address and flags. 

▲16 Mar 1961 registered cover to Hernberg, Germany.                 
Hotel Excelsior corner card. 
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▲6 Oct 1933 cover to Nurnberg, Germany.                  
Hotel Bologna corner card. 

►29 Mar 1937 cover to Paris, France. ₤1.25 external 
letter. ₤1.25 external letter. Albergo Massimo D’Azeglio 
corner card. 

 

 

 

▼26 Mar 1934 cover to Parma, OH. ₤1.25 external letter 
rate. Hotel Largo Maggiore large size corner card. 
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A selection of covers with variouis corner cards from the Grande 
Albergo Minerva, Roma. 

▲Top, 26 Dec 1929 registered cover to Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

▲Top, left, 8 Feb 1938 cover to Canton, OH.  

▲Top right, 18 Apr 1938 registered cover to Lund, Sweden. 

 

◄Scarce, 16 Apr 1936 registered airmail postcard to Cologne, Ger-
many. 

 

Photo above illustrated the façade of the hotel facing the Piazza  
Minerva with the remarkable obelisk on the back of a standing   
elephant designed by notable artist Gian Lorenzo Bernini. 
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▲Scarce 24 Jun 1935 cover to the Hotel      
Esperia, Roma. 80c rate to Italy.  

The cover is cancelled on arrival with a scarce 
hotel post office cancel on —Agenzia P.T.    

Albergo Esperia, Roma. Hotel luggage labels. 

▲1 Jul 1986 cover to Kettering, OH. Hotel-Pensione  
Fabrello White illustrated corner card and luggage label. 

▲18 Oct 1933 cover to Saint Quentin, France. 
₤1.25 extenal letter. Hotel Paix & Helvitia 
corner card and luggage label. 
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◄3 May 1962 cover to San Berna-
dino, CA. Hotel Mondial corner card.  

▲5 Aug 1937 cove to Washington D.C. ₤1.25 external letter. Hotel 
Savoie corner card on the reverse. Left, 2 Aug 1932 cover containing 
illustrated hotel letterhead. 

Right, below — 10 Feb 1939 cover to Paterson, NJ. Savoie Hotel 
corner card illustratig the eagle of Savoy. 
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►Rare 13 Aug 1963 illustrated airmail letter 
sheet from the Hotel Hassler Villa Medici to 
Hazel Park, MI. Franked with a pair of the 
1962 International Congress of Christian 
Archeology (Scott 344). 

₤70 eternal letter + ₤60 airmail per 5 grams 
to the US x 2 steps = ₤120. Total ₤190. 
Overpaid by ₤10. 

 

Located a the top of the magnificent Spanish 
Steps in Rome and overlooking the Piazza  
below, the Hotel Hassler Villa Medici has 
been one of the premier luxury hotels in Italy 
since its opening in 1893. 

During the Fascist period, Mussolini decided 
that the name “Hassler” did not sound     
Italian enough,  and changed it to “Villa 
Medici”. In the 1940’s, it opened a roof top 
restaurant, the first of its kind in Rome. At 
the end of WWII, the US Air Force requisi-
tioned the hotel as its headquarters in Rome. 

Over the last 100 years nearly every famous 
royal, celebrity, writer, artist, musician and 
politician has visited the hotel. 

 

►Hotel luggage label. 

▲Reverse side of the lettersheet illustrates a magnificant panoramic photo of the view from the hotel roof. 



Fourth Quarter 2021 (Vol. 69, Whole № 390)                                 Vatican Notes 31 

 

 

Dear David, 

This is last letter I’ll be sending I think, as we will be starting home a 
week from tonight. Maybe you can sell these stamps to your dad. 
Tell mama to call aunt Joanne as I’m not sriting them today. Going 
to Sistine Chapel now, a tour this PM and opera tonight. Hope we 
can go on a boat trip to Naples Wed. Wed eve train to Venice. 
Having wonderful time. Wish all of you were here. 

Love, 

Grandma 

◄The interior of the 
lettersheet contains the 
necessary space to write 
a message as well as 
several illustrations. 

A view of the hotel at 
right (with a manuscript 
“x” above) is shown 
looking up from the 
bottom of the Spanish 
Steps. The French 
national church in Rome, 
Trinità dei Monti, with 
its twin bell towers, and 
the obelisk in front of the 
church can be seen at the 
right. 

Below is an image taken 
from the roof of the hotel 
showing the Piazza and 
steps below. 
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▲13 Sept 1937 postcard illustrating the Gran Hotel in Rome to St. Gallen, Switzerland.  

▲18 Aug 1930 cover to Baltimore, MD. Hotel Hassler illustrated corner card showing swallows in 
flight above the roof of the hotel. ₤1.25 external letter.  

▲(Left) 1 Oct 1929 cover to Torino, Italy. 80c internal rate. (Right) Scarce 3 Oct 1938 airmail cover to Arnsberg, Germany. 

►Albergo Nord Nuova Roma corner card on front and illustrated on the reverse. 
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▼10 Nov 1938 cover to Berlin, Germany.                        
Marini Strand Hotel corner card.  

▲6 Sept 1976 airmail cover to Effingham, Surrey, England.                        
Eden Hotel corner card. 

►27 Apr 1935 regis-
tered cover to  Vienna, 
Austria. Hotel Pension 
Alexandra corner card. 
Philatelic franking. 

▼8 Aug 1950 airmail cover to Roslindale, MA.                        
Hotel Hassler corner card. 
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◄25 Jul 1958 airmail cover to Basel, 
Switzerland. Hotel Universo corner card 
and address. 

◄17 Sept 1948 cover to Tournai, Belgium.                                            
Hotel Royal corner card. ₤30 external letter rate. 

▼18 May 1935 registered cover to Zeist, Holland.                      
Albergo Saturnia corner card on the reverse. 

The scarce registration handstamp “R.no” and added manuscript 
registration number “5882” on the address side was used to     
comply with the regulation requiring that the registration number 
is applied on the front of the cover. Adding the printed paper    
etiquette would have obscured the address information. 
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▲17 Nov 1956 registered airmail cover to Upper Montclair, NJ. Grand Hotel Flora corner on the reverse 

▲17 May 1935 registered cover to Pacific Grove, CA. Pensio Pfister cover card on the reverse. Philatelic Franking. 

▲25 Nov 1936 registered cover to Budapest, Hungary. Hotel        
Imperial Touring corner card on the reverse. Philatelic franking.  
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▲9 Aug 1954 cover to Rio Quarto, Argentina. ₤60 external letter. 
Albergo Bologna illustrated corner card. 

▲12 Sept 1933 cover to Dorn, Holland.                  
Grand Hotel Flora corner card. 

►16 Feb 1955 registered cover to Milano.                 
Grande Albergo Plaza corner card.  

►23 May 1935 cover to Azzano di Mezzegra, Italy.                     
Grand Hotel De Russie corner card on the reverse. 
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▲17 Jan 1960 card to Dettingen, Germany. Pensionr Haller hand-
stamp imprint on the front and reverse. ₤35 external postcard rate. 

◄3 Feb 1933 cover to Rapperswil, St. Gallen, Switzerland. 
Pension Boos corner card and address. ₤1.25 external letter.  

▲10 Apr 1935 cover to 
Luxembourg.  

Grand Hotel Russie    
corner card on the      
reverse. 

The logo of the hotel 
shows the name          
surrounded by a wreath 
with  a nest on top and 
two swallow birds (detail 
opposite page). 

 

◄Luggage label. 
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▲Undated cover to Wuppertal, Germany.                              
Grand Hotel Beverly Hills Roma corner card. 

◄2 Mar 1937 cover to Worth Priory, Sussex, England.             
Hotel Alexandra corner card. 

▲3 Dec 1969 registered cover to Milano.                            
Hotel Regina Carlton corner card.  

►Scarce 3 Mar 1931 perforated letter card 
to Osceola, WI. Hotel Quirinal illustrated 
corner card. ₤1.25 external letter. 
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Cover Corner: Pontifical State Hotel MailCover Corner: Pontifical State Hotel Mail  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲Scarce 9 June 1869 cover from Rome addressed to Joseph Whitaker Esq in Palermo, Sicily (Kingdom of the Two Sicilies). 
The cover is franked with the 20c value of the perforated third Pontifical State issue paying the delivery fee by steamship to  
its destination as indicated by the P.D. handstamp. 

The cover bears the rare private CDS of he Hotel Costanzi in Rome. The recipient, Joseph Whitaker (1802–1884), was a   
member of a British family known for a fortune made in Sicily courtesy of producing and exporting Marsala wine since 1809. 

Palermo Cathedral, c1850 
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Vatican City Postal History to LiechtensteinVatican City Postal History to Liechtenstein  
LOU GIORGETTI — LFG7187@COMCAST.NET  

The Principality of Liechtenstein (in German, Furstentum 

Liechtenstein), is a land-locked microstate in central 
Europe.  Liechtenstein has several interesting geographic 
features: 

• Covering 62 square miles, it is the fourth-smallest coun-
try, in terms of land area, in Europe (with only Vatican 
City, Monaco and San Marino being smaller) and the 
sixth-smallest in the world (the Pacific island states of 
Nauru and Tuvalu are the only non-European states that 
are smaller); 

• It is one of only two doubly land-locked countries in the 
world (Uzbekistan being the other), meaning these coun-
tries are wholly surrounded by other landlocked coun-
tries; and, 

• It is the smallest country to be bordered by only two 
other countries (Switzerland on the south and west and 
Austria on the north and east). 

The western border of the country with Switzerland is de-
fined in its entirety by the Rhine River. The country is 
graced by the Rhatikon Mountains, which are the foothills 
of the central European Alps.  This range encompasses ap-
proximately two-thirds of the eastern region of the country. 

Liechtenstein is divided into eleven (11) municipalities.  
The capital and seat of government is Vaduz, which is in 
the west-central part of Liechtenstein. Its largest municipal-
ity is Schaan, located to the north of Vaduz. As of 2020, 
the estimated population of the country was 39,200 citi-
zens. The official language of Liechtenstein is German. 

◄Rare 13 Jun 1932 postcard from Vatican City 
franked with ₤1.25 of the 1929 Conciliation  
issue (Scott 6, 7) addressed to Lugano,          
Switzerland via Vaduz and Friedrichshafen. 

The card was carried on board the special Graf 

Zeppelin flight from Vaduz, Liechtenstein. It is 
franked with a 1Fr Lichtenstein airmail stamp 
(Scott C6) and cancelled on 28 Jun 1932 with a 
special commemorative Zeppelin cancel. 

Vaduz Castle, palace and 
official residence of the 
Prince of Liechtenstein. 
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Liechtenstein’s economy features a strong financial ser-
vices sector, with Schaan being the economic center of the 
country. Liechtenstein also serves as the headquarters for 
many international corporations: the country literally has 
more registered companies than it does citizens. For years, 
Liechtenstein was known as a “billionaire tax haven”, but 
the country instituted bank reforms in 2008 and 2009 and is 
no longer listed as an uncooperative tax haven. Due to its 
strong financial sector and highly sophisticated free market 
economy, Liechtenstein boasts the highest per capita gross 
domestic product in the world ($143,151 per person, 2010 
estimate). The currency in Liechtenstein is the Swiss franc. 

Early History (Pre-AD 1000) 

The earliest known settlers of the region date back to the 
fifth century BC, with Neolithic farming settlements ap-
pearing in its valleys around 5300 BC. Tribal groups 
known as the Alpine tribes settled in the region. In 58 BC, 
Julius Caesar defeating the Alpine tribes and brought the 
region under the control of the Roman Republic. The land 
area which became Liechtenstein was integrated into the 
Roman province of Raetia around 15 BC. The Roman army 
maintained a presence in the region, primarily at Brigan-
tium (present-day Bregenz, Austria). Around 260 AD Brig-
antium was destroyed by the Germanic Alemanni, who 
settled the area shortly thereafter. Liechtenstein is located 
at the eastern edge of what was Alemannia. In the sixth 
century the entire region became part of the Frankish Em-
pire. The region remained under Frankish control until the 
Treaty of Verdun divided the empire in AD 843 (following 

the death of Charlemagne in AD 814). The area of present-
day Liechtenstein formed part of East Francia and was uni-
fied with Middle Francia around AD 1000 under the Holy 
Roman Empire. 

Middle History (AD 1000-1700) 

In 1396, Vaduz (the southern region of Liechtenstein) 
gained “imperial immediacy”, meaning it became subject 
to the Holy Roman Emperor alone, as opposed to being 
controlled by the Germanic houses of the region. The 
Liechtenstein Family came from Lower Austria and began 
to acquire land across the region. While several Liechten-
stein family princes served as advisors to regional rulers, 
the family did not qualify for a seat in the Imperial Diet (or 
parliament), and without any territory held directly from 
the Imperial throne, the family had little real power in the 
Holy Roman Empire. 

Birth of a Dynasty and Independence (1700-1900) 

During the 17th and early 18th centuries, the House of 
Liechtenstein worked to obtain the needed land not owned 
by other feudal lords. In 1699 and 1712, it obtained the tiny 
Lordship of Schellenberg and the county of Vaduz: pre-
cisely what was needed to allow their lands to be united 
into a principality. On January 23, 1719, the 
“Furstentum” (principality) “Liechtenstein” (named in 
honor of Anton Florian of Liechtenstein) was decreed by 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI. 

In the early 19th century, the Holy Roman Empire came un-
der the control of France, ending over 900 years of feudal  

◄Detailed map of Liechten-
stein (included insert showing 
its relation to other European 
countries).  

Liechtenstein covers a       
geographic area of only 62  
square miles, measuring 
about 15 miles from north to 
south and about 6 miles from 
east to west at its widest 
point. The towns underlined 
in orange indicate locations of 
covers illustrated in this     
article. 

It is about as large as Wash-
ington, DC, in terms of area.  
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▲Scarce 7 May 1935 postcard addressed ot Vaduz, Liechtenstien franked with the 
25c value of the Juridical Congress issue (Scott 43) paying the external postcard 
rate for 5 words or less.  

The card is endorsed “via Zurich” indicating travel by rail. 

▲Scarce 21 Feb 1939 postcard addressed to the Vaduz, 
Liechtenstein post office franked with a total of 75c of the 
Christian Archeology Congress issue (Scott 55, 56, 57) 
paying the external postcard rate.  

The message on the reverse reads: 

“I would like to order a number of your stamps and 

would like you to send me a list of all the stamps that 

are now available from you. Sincerely—Robert Weber” 

Reverse 



Fourth Quarter 2021 (Vol. 69, Whole № 390)                                 Vatican Notes 43 

 

 

government in the region. During the 1800’s, Liechtenstein 
was part of the Confederation of the Rhine (1806-1813) 
and the German Confederation (1815-1866). 

In 1818, Austrian Prince Johann I granted 
Liechtenstein a limited constitution, and in 
that year Prince Aloys became the first mem-
ber of the House of Liechtenstein to set foot 
in the principality the bore the family name. 
In 1866, following the dissolution of the Ger-
man Confederation, Liechtenstein became an 
independent state. 

20th Century History 

Once independent, Liechtenstein maintained 
close cultural and economic ties to the Aus-
trian empire and, later, Austria-Hungary.  
However, following World War I, and due to 
the economic devastation wrought on Aus-
tria-Hungary by the War, Liechtenstein 
formed a customs and monetary union with 
Switzerland. 

During World War II, Liechtenstein re-
mained officially neutral and sought assis-
tance and guidance from Switzerland.  Fol-
lowing the War, the country was in dire finan-
cial straits. However, in the post-war era the 
country also underwent a remarkably rapid period of in-
dustrialization, led by Prince Franz Joseph II, who served 
as prince for over fifty years (from 1938 until his death in 
1989). The country used its low corporate tax rates to en-
tice foreign companies to relocate to Liechtenstein; as a 
result, the country became one of the 
wealthiest in the world and enjoys one of the 
world’s highest standards of living. 

Government 

The form of government for the Principality 
of Liechtenstein would be defined as a 
“unitary semi-direct democracy under a par-
liamentary semi-constitutional monarchy”. 
The country has a monarch (Prince) as its 
Head of State (currently Prince Hans-Adam 
II) and an elected parliament that enacts its 
laws. As a “direct democracy”, the country’s 
electorate can propose and enact constitu-
tional amendments and legislation independ-
ent of the legislature. In 2003, a new Consti-
tution was enacted, replacing the 1921 con-
stitution, which had established Liechtenstein 
as a constitutional monarchy. 

Despite being independent and having a head 
of state representing the country in interna-
tional affairs, Switzerland maintains responsi-
bility for much of Liechtenstein’s diplomatic 
affairs. Internally, executive authority of the 
government is vested in a prime minister 

(serving as the head of the government) and four govern-
ment councilors, or ministers. These officers are appointed 
by the Prince upon proposal by the parliament. 

Religion 

As stated in the Constitution of Liechtenstein, Catholicism 
is the state’s official religion. As taken from the Constitu-
tion: “The Catholic Church is the State Church and as 

such shall enjoy the full protection of the State”. 

▲28 Sept 1947 cover to Vaduz, Liechtenstein franked with the ₤30 Pope 

Pius XII overprint stamp (Scott 109) paying the external letter rate. 

▲1 May 1954 cover from the Pontifical German-Hungarian College to 
Vaduz, Liechtenstein post office franked with a total of ₤60 in postage 

(Scott 130, 171) paying the external letter rate. 
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However, the country offers protection to adherents of all 
religious faiths and considers the “religious interests of the 
people” a priority of the government.  Approximately 83% 
of Liechtensteiners are Christian (73.4% Catholic), with the 
remainder of the population citing another religion or no 
religion as their personal religious belief. 

Philately of Lichtenstein 

Rather than provide a lengthy study of Liechtenstein’s 
philatelic history, a brief review of the major interests 
found on the stamps of Liechtenstein is presented. 

General Liechtenstein Philately 

As with most countries, the stamps of Liechtenstein cover a 
vast array of topics, but most focus on the beauty and diver-
sity of the country. Despite the country’s small size, its 
stamps depict numerous examples of its natural beauty, par-
ticularly stamps showing scenes from the Alps and Rhine 
valley. Sports, particularly Olympic sports, are amply repre-
sented. Architectural sites in the country such as castles, 
churches and palaces are depicted on many stamps. Stamps 
showing the various activities, occupations, and pastimes of 
the residents of the country are also well represented. 

Philatelic Royalty 

The House of Liechtenstein is voluminously represented in 
the stamps issued by the country. Stamps depicting mem-
bers the royal family have been issued from the time Liech-
tenstein began issuing its own stamps in 1912. The reigns 
of the princes during that time are: 

• Prince Johann II (1858-1929) 

• Prince Franz I (1929-1938) 

• Prince Franz-Joseph II (1938-1989) 

• Prince Hans-Adam II (1989-present) 

Catholic Tradition & Liechtenstein Philately 

Stamps depicting Liechtenstein’s ties to the Catholic Church 
date back to the earliest stamp depicting a religious connection 
(in 1920) and continues throughout the years of Liechtenstein 
philately. There are many examples, given the role Catholi-
cism plays in the fabric of the country, including: 

• Chapel of St. Mamertus (Scott 36, 1920—first stamp 
with a religious subject) 

• Saints and religious figures (St. Lucius, patron saint of 
Liechtenstein, Scott 218, 1946) 

• Local churches (Vaduz Parish Church, Scott 416, 1966) 

• Religious art (Mother and Queen of the Precious Blood 
with Child, Scott 1411, 2008) 

• Religious leaders (Pope John Paul II, Scott 1605, 2014, 
souvenir sheet commemorating the canonization of John 
Paul II). 

Vatican Philately & Liechtenstein 

Included in this presentation are some examples of postal 
history showing covers directed to Liechtenstein from Vati-
can City. As one can imagine, given the small size and 
sparse population of the country, older covers to Liechten-
stein are scarce. 

Finally, Liechtenstein is depicted on one stamp issued by 
Vatican City (Scott 798, 1987). This stamp is part of the set 
depicting Pope John Paul II’s journeys in 1985 and 1986.  
The pope visited Liechtenstein on September 8, 1985, a trip 
that also included a stop in Switzerland. 

Pope John Paul I, Liechtenstein,  Scott 766  (1983) 
Johann II (1858-1929)  Scott 1 (1912) 
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▲Scarce 21 Jan 1989 registered printed matter cover        
addressed to Schaan, Liechtenstein. Franked  with a total of 
₤3,950, (Scott 685-86, C72). 

Liechtenstein,  Scott 1605 (2014) 

Vatican City, Scott 798 (1987) 

Visit of Pope John Paul I to Liechtenstein on 8 Sept 1985 
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▲Rare 20 Apr 1933 registered cover addressed to the Hotel Samina, Triesenberg, 
Liechtenstein. Redirected to Albisrieden, Switzerland. The ₤2.75 Vatican postage 
paid (Scott 7, 10) the external registered letter rate.  

The additional 60 Rp of postage in Liechtenstein stamps (Scott 100, 108)           
cancelled on 22 Apr and an espresso label were added to the cover for the          
express delivery of the letter to Albisrieden (Zurich), Switzerland.                                              
Likely a unique combination.  

Redirected Vatican Mail to LiechtensteinRedirected Vatican Mail to Liechtenstein  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲Postcard c1930s depicting the Hotel Samina and the beautiful valley. 
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Vatican City General Delivery Cover to LiechtensteinVatican City General Delivery Cover to Liechtenstein  
JAMES C. HAMILTON 

The postage due cover is an example of scarce postal history. It was 
mailed from Vatican City on 3 October, 1985, franked with a total of 
₤500. The postage overpay the ₤450 concessionary rate for a letter in 
effect at this time. The cover is addressed “Postlagernd” or General 
Delivery to be picked up at the post office by the recipient for a fee. 

The Pope Paul VI’s visit to the United Nations Organization head-
quarters in New York, Scott 416-419 (4 October, 1965) was used to 
frank the cover. 

Ruggell is located in the far north part of Liechtenstein (arrow) in an 
Alpine valley near the borders of Austria and Switzerland. It’s popu-
lation was 1,932 (1970). The cover was received on 9 October, 1985 
as shown by the Ruggell date stamp on the cover’s reverse. Total 
transit time was six days.  

The “T” (Taxe) on the cover indicates postage due. A Liechtenstein 
70-rappen stamp was affixed to the cover (100 rappen = 1 franc). 
The Swiss Franc served as Liechtenstein’s currency beginning in 
1920. The stamp is Liechtenstein Scott 811, 1985. It is not a postage 
due stamp. The stamp image is stated to represent “prudence.” 

The blue inscription across the cover’s lower left is roughly trans-
lated “children’s village greens are islands in a rusted world.” A 
sticker at the cover’s top is translated, “many children touch many 

friends.” A “T” is drawn in ink through this inscription, which 
likely indicate postage due, although it duplicates the stamped “T”. 

Date stamp on reverse 

▲Map by Maximilian Dörrbecker,      
Wikimedia Commons. 
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Vatican Viewcards: A Popular Collecting HobbyVatican Viewcards: A Popular Collecting Hobby  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲16 Nov 1929 picture postcard to Thum (Saxony), Germany. The front is franked with the 25c value of the Conciliation issue. View 
of the Tiber river and Castel St. Angelo with the dome of St. Peter’s basilica in the distance. 

▲17 Feb 1930 picture postcard to Thum (Saxony), Germany. 25c total postage paying the external rate. Image of St. Peter’s square seen 
from the dome of the basilica. 

Interest in postcards grew explosively in the first decades of the 
20th century. Between 1908 and 1913, the number of postcards 
mailed in the United States jumped 50% nearing a staggering 
total of one billion mailed in a single year. Increased vacation 
travel was part of the explanation, but equally important was the 
rise of postcard collecting as a world-wide pastime.  

Commentators in the popular press of the time speculated that the 
collecting craze started in Europe. Others suggested the interna-
tional mania for pictorial views began with the demand for cards 
from the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair. It was a golden age of rare 
book and art collecting, but one need not to possess the wealth of 
a J.P. Morgan or Andrew Mellon to amass a large and intellectu-
ally satisfying postcard collection. 
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▲Rare 4 Apr 1930 picture postcard to Hobart (Tasmania), Australia. The 25c Concilia-
tion value paid the external postcard rate. Image of the interior of St. Peter’s basilica. 
The cards illustrated here are all franked on the picture side of the card, a format that 
many postcard collectors preferred to exchange with one another. Other indications    
include membership letters and numbers that are included in the message section.           
Collectors who exchanged cards typically belonged to one or more of the many collector 
organizations active during this period.  

▲Rare 4 Apr 1930 picture postcard to Hobart (Tasmania), Australia. 25c total postage paying the external rate. The image depicts a 
panoramic view of St. Peter’s basilica from the Villa Medici in Rome. 

Postcards from this era often preserve evidence of collecting as the primary motivation 
for sending and receiving cards. Short, impersonal messages requesting an exchange of 
cards are a frequent feature of early 20th century postcards. Eager collectors advertised 
in newspapers and magazines for correspondents who would send cards with interesting 
views on them. Clubs formed among like-minded collectors, and many American cities 
had book shops almost exclusively devoted to selling postcards. 

The sudden rise in postcard collecting was not without its detractors. Puck magazine in 
1906 satirically noted that the "Great Post Card Craze" had eliminated all interest in 
polite letter writing and magazine reading, while mail carriers, exhausted by the sheer 
weight generated by the demand for picture postcards, could no longer stop to exchange 
gossip. Religious publications warned more ominously of the deleterious effects of what 
one called a “picture postcard plague”. The fad waned in the teens, but postcard collect-
ing remains an active pursuit.          https://exhibitions.lib.umd.edu/postcards/collecting 
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Vatican City: Council of Trent ApprovalsVatican City: Council of Trent Approvals  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

I am not aware of when the concept was first introduced, but it is likely that approvals have been part of stamp collecting 
since the early days of the organized hobby. I fondly remember back in 1971 when I responded to an ad on the back of a 
matchbook cover announcing 210 stamps for 10c from the Mystic Stamp Co. About a week later, a small envelope arrived 
with the stamps as advertised as well as a large selection of stamps sold on approval neatly placed in glassine envelopes 
with the prices clearly marked. I fondly remembered exotic pictorial from French Equatorial Africa and Rwanda along with 
large pictorials from Poland, Mongolia and other exotic foreign lands! You could purchase what you liked and return the 
remainder postage paid. A convenient and fun way to build a collection on a limited budget. 

The wonderful example illustrated below and right is an exceptional combination marketing-approval sheet from the Avalon 
Stamp Co. of Springfield, MA. The bi-fold approval sheet includes a front and back cover (below) along with detailed his-
torical text of the Council of Trent showing St. Peter’s dome and façade and the She Wolf, symbol of the city of Rome. 

The interior (next page) has one page to which the complete series of the 1946 Council of Trent commemorative issue are 
affixed with hinges and a page illustrating Pope Pius XII being carried on a portable throne (Sedia gestatoria) blessing the 
crowd. All for the attractive price of $1 ! 

▲Vatican City 1946 Council approval sheetlet  from the Avalon Stamp Co. likely from the 1950-1960 time period. 
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▲Vatican City 1946 Council of Trent series (Scott xx-xx) affixed to a special Avalon Stamp Co. approval sheetlet. 

▲Boys’Life Magazine, Sept 1957 

▲Popular Mechanics, Mar 1957 

▲Boys’Life Magazine, Jan 1961 

The Avalon Stamp Co., as well as numerous other    
stamp businesses during the 1950s and 1960s, advertised 
extensively in a wide variety of national magazines and 
periodicals to reach its target audience. 

Examples of several typical ads are show at left. 
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Street artist sues Vatican for using Christ image on Easter stamp:              Street artist sues Vatican for using Christ image on Easter stamp:              

'I couldn’t believe it''I couldn’t believe it'  
NICOLE WINFILED — ASSOCIATED PRESS: MAY 26, 2021  

ROME – One night in early 2019, Rome street artist Alessia Babrow glued a stylized image of Christ she had made onto a bridge near 
the Vatican. A year later, she was shocked to learn that the Vatican had apparently used a reproduction of the image, which featured 
Babrow’s hallmark heart emblazoned across Christ’s chest, as its 2020 Easter postage stamp. Babrow sued the Vatican city-state’s tele-
communications office in a Rome court last month, alleging it was wrongfully profiting off her creativity and violating the intent of her 
artwork. The lawsuit, which is seeking nearly 130,000 euros ($160,000) in damages, said the Vatican never responded officially to Bab-
row’s attempts to negotiate a settlement after she discovered it had used her image without consent and sold it. “I couldn’t believe it. I 

honestly thought it was a joke,” Babrow told The Associated Press in an interview, standing steps from St. Peter’s Square. “The real 

shock was that you don’t expect certain things from certain organizations.” 

The Vatican is home to some of the greatest artworks ever made, and it vigorously enforces its copyright over everything from the 
Sistine Chapel to Michelangelo’s Pieta. But now the tables have turned, and the Vatican stands accused of violating the intellectual 
property rights of a street artist. The Vatican stamp office declined to comment on the lawsuit, said its chief, Massimo Olivieri. The 
Vatican press office also declined requests for comment. 

The artwork in question is a 13.8-inch-high printed picture of Christ styled on the famous work by the 19th-century German painter 
Heinrich Hofmann. On Christ’s torso is Babrow’s telltale tag: an image of a human heart with the words “JUST USE IT” written graf-
fiti-style across. The work is part of Babrow’s “Just Use It” project, which began in 2013 and has included similar hearts on Buddhas, 
the Hindu deity Ganesha and the Virgin Mary that can be found on walls, stairwells and bridges around Rome. A huge version also 
graces a palazzo scaffolding.  

The Vatican printed an initial 80,000 stamps of the Christ at 1.15 euros apiece, according to the lawsuit. The stamps and a commemora-
tive folder were still on sale at the Vatican post office last week and were prominently featured at the cashier’s desk as a promotional 
item for sale. Babrow says she created the Christ image on Feb. 19, 2019, and glued it soon thereafter onto a travertine marble wall just 
off the main bridge that leads to the Vatican, one of a dozen or so pieces of poster art she put up that night around central Rome. The 
work bears her scripted initials inside the heart. She found out it had been used as the Vatican stamp when a well-known Rome street art 
photographer saw it and immediately recognized it as Babrow’s handiwork. 

Olivieri, the Vatican’s numismatic chief, has told an Italian journalist that he took a photo of the Christ when he saw it while riding his 
moped one day and decided to use the image for the Easter stamp in an apparent attempt to appeal to a new generation of stamp enthusi-
asts. Babrow’s lawyers sent a registered letter and an email to the philatelic and numismatic office identifying Babrow as the artist, the 
lawsuit says, but there was no written response to her request to negotiate terms of use, prompting her to sue. “I thought they were act-

ing in good faith, that it was true they were looking for me, like had been written in the papers,” she said. “Only it seems it wasn’t that 

way because they never wanted to meet with me.” 

Babrow stressed that the lawsuit wasn’t an attack on the Catholic Church or Vatican, but rather an attempt to protect her rights and make 
sure her artwork wasn’t being used to finance things outside her control. Copyright lawyers said the Vatican’s status as a sovereign state 
likely wouldn’t protect it from an Italian court’s jurisdiction, given the commercial activity and alleged damage to Babrow occurred in 
Italy.—This  news story is modified from the original online version by the Editor. 



Fourth Quarter 2021 (Vol. 69, Whole № 390)                                 Vatican Notes 53 

 

 

Street artist sues Vatican for using Christ image on Easter stamp:              Street artist sues Vatican for using Christ image on Easter stamp:              Vatican Stamps Vatican Stamps —— The Art of the Engraver The Art of the Engraver  

Artist: Jacky LarriviereArtist: Jacky Larriviere  
MICHAEL LAMOTHE — MBLAMOTHE1@YAHOO.COM 

 

 Born in 1946, Jacky Larrivière grew up in Colombe, France north of Paris. As a young man, by chance, he 
took an engraving class, enjoyed it and found he had a talent for the art.  After military service he en-
graved jewelry in the late 1960s until a job opened at the ITVF, the French government printing works. He 
got the job in 1972 and began engraving small parts of various French colony stamps. 

It was not until 1984 that he became the lead engraver on a French stamp. Over the next 25 years he en-
graved more than 300 stamps, including the 2005 Annunciation stamp of the Great Museums of the World 
issue, Scott 1313 and 1314b for Vatican City. He had earlier engraved the 1994 Travels of Pope John Paul 
II stamps, Scott 963-967. Larrivière became an advocate of recess printing and won the Grand Prix d ’Art 
Philatelique in 1999 for the French stamp of the stained glass at the Cathedral of Auch, Scott 1722. 

Scott 1314 is depicted above, a miniature sheet containing two €1.40 stamps and Raphael’s painting of the 
Annunciation. The painting is an excellent example of perfect Renaissance symmetry, with the figures of 
the Blessed Virgin and Archangel Gabriel as well as the columns and inlaid floor and the distant scene of 
the Sun about to rise in a new dawn—all elements in perfect balance. Figures of God and a dove appear in 
the sky under the two arches. IVTF (France) printed the stamp with a mixed technique of color printing 
and engraving utilizing calcografia and offset. This stamp is a joint issue with France. €0.62 and €1.00 
single stamps (Scott 1312-1313) were also printed in sheets of 10. 

Reference: https://stampengravers.blogspot.com/2018/11/biography-jacky-larriviere.html 
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Vatican City Unusual Postcard Views:      Vatican City Unusual Postcard Views:        
Vatican GardensVatican Gardens  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

▲Scarce 25 Jan 1943 registered postcard addressed to Berlin, Germany. Franked with a complete set commemorat-
ing the 25th Episcopal anniversary of Pope Pius XII (Scott 80-83). The card was undeliverable and boldly marked 
with a large red handstamp — “Zurück an den Absender” (Return to Sender). 

The interesting photo shows a view of the Vatican Gardens in the foreground along with one of the towers and      
telescope observatory domes located in the ancient wall of Pope Leo IV (upper right). The elevated iron walkway 
bridge (structure seen to the left), was built in the early 20th century to connect two towers of the observatory and 
was demolished in the 1930s when the observatory moved to nearby Castel Gandolfo. 
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◄▼Scarce 3 Feb 1943 registered postcard 
addressed to Charleroi, Belgium. Franked 
with a complete set commemorating the 25th 
Episcopal anniversary of Pope Pius XII (Scott 
80-83). The card was undeliverable to the 
recipient and marked in manuscript red 
crayon in French — “Retour a l’envey-

our” (Return to Sender).  

The stamps are cancelled with both the spe-
cial commemorative machine slogan cancel: 
“XXV Anniversario Della Consacrazione Epis-

copale di S.S. Pio XII” and a single CDS. 

Both cards were sent from the S.I.I.E.F. 
(Society for the Import and Export of Postage 
Stamps) located in Rome. 

The card was censored in transit by the Ger-
man military as evidenced by the purple 
handstamp showing the German eagle and 
Nazi swastika. 

 

The rare image shows a view of a “Viale Car-

rozabile del Bosco” (Carriage way in the 
woods) located in the Vatican Gardens. 
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SecretarySecretary--Treasurer ReportTreasurer Report  
DENNIS BRADY — DBRADY7534@GMAL.COM 

Vatican City 2021                
Veritas Award Recognition Support the VPS with your                 

Subscription Dues and annual Donation 

Thank you to all our members who have responded to our requests for your dues renewal. Both Marvin Lanahan, webmaster, and I 
have made every effort, by email and letter, to reach out to all members to keep their membership current. Unfortunately, we have 
lost over 30 members who elected not to renew.  

A very sincere Thank You to all those who donated over and above their member dues. As you will note in the accompanying fi-
nancial report over the last few months we have received donations of $1,571. In our fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 we received 
$3,478. While we had to implement a small dues increase, your donations have played a significant part in keeping this increase to a 
minimum. 

If you have not visited the website recently, please do so. Content continues to grow with particular note of in-depth information on 
the Pontifical States. If you have not done so already, please sign up for the daily email and question that is sent early each day. 

With the quality of material in the quarterly Vatican Notes and depth of data at www,vaticanstams.org your society has much to 
offer. 

            Dennis Brady — Secretary, Treasurer, VPS 

Congratulations to the Peter Caracci voted by the VPS member-
ship as the best article published in the Vatican Notes in the last 
year. The top three articles are the following: 
 

• Peter Caracci – St. Thomas Aquinas: Doctor of the Church 
 

• Michael Lamothe – The Vatican City and Egypt: A Personal Connection 
 

• James Hamilton – Pope St. Pio X and Vatican City Philately 
 

 

REQUEST from the EDITOR 
 

Dear VPS Members, your help in supporting the society both 
financially and operationally is now more important than ever! 
 

1. Please consider making a donation to secure our future. 
Many members have made an additional annual donation 
and we are most thankful for this support. Printing and 
mailing costs continue to rise to maintain a quality quar-
terly journal of 240 annual pages.  

2. With the passing of Jim Hamilton, we urgently need a   
candidate to fill the role of Assoc. Editor and to help with    
advertising. 

3. I ask each of you to please consider contributing an article 
for the Notes. I would be most happy to work with you on 
any topic of interest and can supply you with numerous 
ideas. Please contact me directly!  - gpirozzi@comcast.net 

Vatican Philatelic Society Website 
www.vaticanstamps.org  

Webmaster: Marvin Lanahan – mlanahan404@comcast.net 

ASSETS

As of December 15, 2021

Checking/Savings

Checking - M & T 8,326$    

Commercial Savings 21,539$  

Total Checking/Savings 29,866$  

Total Assets 29,866$  

Prepaid Dues 315$       

Total Liabilities 315$       

Income & Expenses

July 1 -December 15, 2021

Income

Donations 1,571$    

Membership Dues 6,310$    

Interest Income 2$           

Total Income 7,883$    

Expense

Bank & Pay Pal Fees 82$         

Vatican Notes - Mailing 359$       

Vatican Notes - Printing 1,867$    

Total Expense 2,307$    

Net Ordinary Income 5,576$    
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1949 Vatican Airmails 1949 Vatican Airmails —— Rare Composite Proofs Rare Composite Proofs 

    
Visit our website for specialty items such 
as FDCs, postal stationery, gutter pairs 
and blocks, show folders and sheets, 
joint issues, and special event covers! 

Established 1912 

Shipping in North America: 3% of total order  
(Min 75¢, Max $6.10). Complete free price list  

Penny Black Stamp CompanyPenny Black Stamp CompanyPenny Black Stamp CompanyPenny Black Stamp Company    
P.O. Box 78 
Dexter, MI 48130-0078 
(734) 424-3043 (phone & fax) 
pennyblack@earthlink.net 

Mint complete year setsMint complete year setsMint complete year setsMint complete year sets    
2020 $90.00 
2019 $100.00 
2018 $105.00 
2017 $91.00 
2016 $97.00 

The 2020 New Issues are in Stock The 2020 New Issues are in Stock The 2020 New Issues are in Stock The 2020 New Issues are in Stock 

▲Rare composite imperforate proofs of the final design of the 1949 UPU anniversary Vatican City airmail issue (Scott 
C18-19). Each proof is affixed to a perforated border and a grey card background. The manuscript notation below   
indicates “approvato” (approved). The card is also signed by the stamp designer Nello Ena. 
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Cover Corner: Rare 1934 Post Office SealCover Corner: Rare 1934 Post Office Seal  
GREG PIROZZI — GPIROZZI@COMCAST.NET 

►Scarce 13 Oct 1934 
registered cover from 
the the Governatorato 
office of the Vatican 
City State addressed 
to Olmütz, 
Czechoslovachia.  

The total franking of 
₤3 (Scott 19, 20, 35, 
37) likely paid for a 
registered letter of 300 
grams contaning 
printed matter.  

Rate: ₤1.50 external 
registration + 25c 
external printed 
matter per 50 grams x  
6 steps = ₤1.50. 

 

◄Rare earliest 
known usage of the 
“Amministrazione 

Delle Poste Vaticane” 

official Vatican Post 
Office letter seal on 
the reverse. 

The seal is perforated 
on two sides. 
 

11 Oct 1934 Bologna– 
Brennero railway 
cancel and 15 Oct 
Prague transit cancel 
backstamp.  



This issue was sent to the printer on December 22, 2021 

Magnificent Vatican City Airmail to Peru 

Unique large-size 11 Nov 1951 registered airmail  cover addressed to Lima, Peru. The cover is franked with a total of 23 copies (a 
block of 20, a vertical pair and a single) of the ₤300 Vatican City airmail stamp commemorating the 75th anniversary of the UPU 
(Scott C18), and singles of the  ₤100 a ₤50 values of the 1947 airmail issue (C14, 15). The total postage of ₤7,050 pays for a letter 
weighting 240 grams. The rate is calculated as follows: External letter ₤55 first 20 grams + [₤35 each additional 20g x 12 steps = 
₤420] +  ₤60 external registration + [airmail ₤135 per 5 grams to Peru x 48 steps = ₤6,480] = total ₤7,015. Overpaid by ₤35. 

Background photo: Lake Titicaca and mountains along the shore line. Straddling the border between Peru and Bolivia in the Andes 
Mountains, Lake Titicaca is one of South America's largest lakes and the world’s highest navigable body of water. Said to be the 
birthplace of the Incas, it’s home to numerous ruins. Its waters are famously still and brightly reflective. Around it is Titicaca        
National Reserve, sheltering rare aquatic wildlife such as giant frogs.  

From the collection of Dott. Giovanni Fulcheris 


