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VATICAN CITY PHILATELIC NEWS

Final plans for the issues of Vatican City, for the balance of 1960
have been announced. While all issues have been previously reported
the final designs, values, and denominations should prove of interestto collectors.

On November 8, 1960, Vatican City released its ten value set to
publicize the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy. The stamps were print-
ed at the Italian State Printing Office, Rome, by the photogravure
method from plates containing 40 subjects per pane ( 5 x 8 ) arrangedin horizontal format.
Denomination, colors, and subject are: 5 Lire, Chocolate & Sepia-
Feed the Hungry; 10 Lira, Deep Bluish Green & Sepia-Give Drink to
the Thirsty; 15 Lire, Indigo & Sepia-Clothe the Naked; 20 Lire,
Carmine & Sepia-Shelter the Homeless; 30 Lire, Bluish Violet & Sepia-
Visit the Sick; 35 Lire, Red Brown & Sepia-Bury the Dead; 40 Lire,
Orange Red & Sepia-Visit the Imprisoned; 70 Lire, Yellow Brown &
Sepia-Pope John XXIII flanked by Faith and Charity; 75 Lire, Special
Delivery, Scarlet & Sepia-Coat of Arms of Pope John with symbols of
the virtues; 100 Lire, Special Delivery, Deep Blue & Sepia-samedesign as 75 Lireo

The stamps were designed by Grassellini, who used the famous ceramics
of Luca Della Robbia ( 1399-1482 ) the most Widely known member of a
family of Florentine sculptors and ceramistso Della Robbia was born
in Florence where he originated the terra-cotta productions which
bear his name. He spent his life working in the city of his birth.
The denominations of the Michaelangelo issue will be 5, 10, 15, 20,
25, 30, 35, 40, 60, 85, 90, 110, and 150 Lire for ordinary postage
and 75 and 100 Lire for special delivery. Two of the previously
reported 13 designs will be used for the special delivery values.
The set will thus comprise 15 stamps with a total face value of 850Lire.
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The St. Vincent de Paul issti~;"willconsist of a 40, 70, and 100 Lire
value in the designs prev.iousdy reported.
The final set, for 1960, will be the Nativity issue. Exact details,
as to the number of stamps, designs, and denominations, are unknown
as of now.
Other issues previously reported HAVE NOT BEEN CANCELLED but will be
released during the early part of 1961.

At the 1960 Pledging Conference for Extra-Budgetary Funds, Auxilary
Bishop James H. Griffiths of New York announced that Vatican City
was pledging $ 160,000 to two United Nations Refugee Programs.
The Vatican contribution represents the new proceeds from the set
of six World Refugee Year stamps, and first day covers, which were
released on April 7, 1960. $ 120,000 of this amount is to be allo-
cated the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and $ 40,000
for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine.
It is understood that this large sum is the result of the sale of
stamps at the Vatican City post offices and does not include the
large quantity of stamps and first day covers placed at the disposal
of the United Nations. This supply was sent to the United Nations
European Office in Geneva, Switzerland who subsequently forwarded
them to the UN Headquarters in New York. The stamps and covers were
sold by the UN's appointed representatives to stamp dealers through-
out the wo.rld. The proceeds, of this sale, were also used for Refugeework.
Bishop Griffiths further pointed out that this sum was in addition
to its own mission of mercy carried out for refugees without regard
for religious affiliations over the past years, and will continue aslong as there is a need.

Reports of a heliport being erected within the confines of the
Vatican City State have caused much interest among American Collect-
ors, particularly those whose interests lie within the field of aero
philately. Because of this it was thought that exact details were
needed. A high official was contacted and the following was released:

" The Vatican City is not building a heliport for helicopters
within its walls. This idea was rumored President Eisenhowers's
visit to the Vatican City during his short stay in Rome some
months ago - but the rumors are completely without foundation".

Airm~il w~ll thu~ continue to be sent via truck from Vatican City to
Camp1no a1rport 1n Rome for transmission to its destination.
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Due to a transportation delay in shipping the Vatican Notes to our
Circulation Manager it was impossible to get the July-August issue
into the hands of the membership in time to make the Nov. lOth
deadline.
Therefore, the new deadline is Dec. 30th, 1960.

It is with regret that we announce the resignation of Father Phinney
as Vice-President of the Vatican Philatelic Society. Due to many
reasons, including an increase in his parish duties, he no longer
has the time to devote to VPS matters. We will always welcome his
helpful suggestions and his beautiful stories of the Vatican issues.
All of the members wish him well and we also extend to him a very
appreciative THANKS for the wonderful job he did while in office.
There was a completely erroneous item, in the July-August issue, in
which it was stated that our president William Wonneberger Jr. would
not be a candidate for re-election. This error was completely the
fault of your editor.
Therefore, in addition. to any other nominations received, the follow-
ing officers will be up for nomination to their respective offices:
President William Wonneberger Jr; Secretary Wallace R. Smith; and
Treasurer Frederick Jo Levitsky.

All Nominees will be listed on the official ballQt to be used for
the election of officers and will be a part of the January-February
1961 issue of the NOTES.
SEND YOUR NOMINATIONS TODAY to the Chairman of the Nomination
Committee: Rev. Wm. Fletc~er, Box 532, Fairfield, Conn.

If there are any members who have not as yet paid their annual dues
of $ 2.00 it is requested that they be paid immediately to the
Secretary Wallace R. Smith, 165-15 Union Turnpike, Flushing 66, N. Yo
Sending out individual dues notices is an unnecessary drain on the
organizations treasury and it will be appreciated if any delinquent
dues are sent to the secretary upon the member's receipt of thisissue of the NOTES.

Although not strickly Vatican: during the past year or so many of
the VPS members have written to your editor and, among other things,
asked about how I mounted my Marian Year and Lourdes collections. I
could only tell them that I made my own pages as there were no
special pages made for these issues. Now that situation has been
corrected. K-Line Publishing Co., 1433 S. Cuyler Ave. Berwyn, Ill.,
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has published a set of pages for the Marian Year issues. They are
in pale blue on white pages with a gold and blue frontspiece. Also
blank pages are available for use of Maximums and FDC's and these
are identical with the main pages except for the spaces for the
stamps. The complete pages sell for $ 1.15 and the blank pages
20 for $ 1.20. I have found these to be perfect for my use and if
this series is accepted by collectors,the Lourdes, and other series,
will then be published.

VPS LOCAL CHAPTER NEWS

CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER - Officers, for the coming year, are Stephen
J. Sieben, president; Tony Rizzo, vice-president; John E. Walz,
secretary; and James J. Doheny, treasurer. The Chapter meets at
86 E. Randolph St, Room 404, Chicago, Ill. and all nearby VPS
members are urged to contact the secretary at 1127 Knollwood Rd,
Deerfield, Ill.
Many wonderful lectures take place before this group which are
given by well qualified members. Your editor had the pleasure of
meeting some of the members while representing VPS at the American
Philatelic Congress Seminar in Chicago on Nov. 5th and 6th.

LONG ISLAND CHAPTER - All VPS members, in the vicinity of th~s
chapter, are urged to make contact with this live group of Vatican
philatelists. Meetings are at.the Morris Park Council Knights of
Columbus, 123-08 Jamaica Ave. Jamaica, L. I. N. Y.
Before each usual fine meeting they have a general swapping session
in which practically all the members participate.
LOS ANGELES CHAPTER - Again this chapter is going all-out in keeping
its members informed, through the 'NUNCIO', and interested through
very entertaining meetings. The October meeting featured an auction
in which most of the membership participated, either by entering lots
or bidding on those entered ••
SOUTHERN WISCONSIN CHAPTER - On October 2nd this chapter had a talk
which most of the total VPS membership would have liked to hear.
Mr. Albert Hardegger, a former member of the colorful Swiss Guard of
the Vatican City, gave a vey interesting and entertaining lecture
and this was followed by a question and answer session with the
members present at which time many interesting facts, regarding the
Swiss Guards, were brought out.
This chapter has an interesting news bulletin, issued monthly, and
it is suggested that arty interested persons contact the secretary,
Robert A. Paliafito, Box 1615, Milwaukee 1, Wise. Meetings are held
at St. John's Cathedral Rectory meeting room, 802 N. Jackson St.,
Milwaukee, Wise.
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------------------------------~-~----------------------------------,----------
This article as well as one which will appear in our next issue, was written
by our membe~ in London, England, O. J. SIMPSON. It was originally published
in the June 1960 issue of GIBBON'S STAMP MONTHLY in England and through the
courtesy, and kind permission, of both the author and the pU~lisher.we ar~
able to reprint it for the benefit of the members of the Vat~can Ph~latel~c
Society.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
When I feel I need a change from considering the postal history of
the Channel Islands ( or there is a lack of suitable items avail-
able at a reasonable price ), then my Vatican City collection comes
out for an airingo There is a very strong Vatican Philatelic Society,
based in the U. S. A., with over a thousand members in different parts
of the world ( but only five in Great Britain ), and its notes issued
every two months have proved invaluable in supplying the historical
background necessary for writing-up the various issues. As yet, how-
ever, I have never seen anything in print about the postal markings
of Vatican City, and this article may help to fill~ the gap. My
collection of used stamps, and other items, is no t ' compLete and does
not contain every variety of the postmarks which must exist. So I am
hopeful that other collectors who read this will be able to extend
the dates I have given and possibly provide details of those sub-types
of figures 5 and 9 which I lack.
The postal service of the Vatican State dates from August 1st, 1929,
and all correspondence ( other than for Rome ) goes through the Central
Railway Station, Rome, Post Office. Items for Rome are routed through
the Head Post Office there and the same system operates for inward mail
to the Vatican. Internal correspondence does not, of course, go out of
Vatican City itself. Here there is a Central Post Office near the St.
Anne Gate with two branch offices on St. Peter's Square. Cancellation
is also carried out at the Philatelic Bureau, but the only postal
service at counters in the Vatican Museums and in the dome of the
Basilica is the selling of some low value stamps to visitors for post-cards bought there.
For cancelling purposes circular handstamps are generally used, but
roller stamps and a single cancelling machine are also employed. FLg ,
1 ( 29 Mm. diam. ) illustrates the first cancel used from August 1st,
1929. This reads POSTE VATICANE but in 1930 another, inscribed CITTA
DEL VATICANOjPOSTE ( 28 Mm. diam. ), was introduced in order to comply
with the U.P.U. regulation that all stamps should bear the name of the
issuing country. My first cover in 1930 is dated April 7th so I can
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not be certain when the cancel was actually introduced. It is shown
in Fig. 2, the figures after the date indicating the hour of collect-
ion or cancellation according to the 24-hour clock. Three sub-typesexist:

(a) 28 Mm. diameter; :3 mm. letters (DEL 2 mm.); asterisks with8 points. (1930-33)
(b) 29 mm. diameter; 3* Mm. letters (DEL 2 mm.); asterisks with6 points. (1933-35)
(c) All letters, including DEL 3* Mm. high; I have only one

(poor) example and the date appears to be 19340

I have three stamps cancelled in 1931 with another type (Fig. 3) --
horizontal lines and vertical shading removed -- but have not seen
it used in any other year.
An'unusually decorative postal mark is shown in Fig. 4 and I have
it on a First Day Cover (April 3rd, 1933) bearing the stamps issued
for the special Holy Year announced to commemorat~ the bimillenary
of the Crucifixion. The stamps themselves are cancelled by the
type shown in Fig. 5; as Fig. 4 bears no date it cannot correctly be
reckoned a postmark and I should very much like to find out if it
was used on any other occasion. Although Fig. 2 with small DEL was
in use as late as 1935, Fig. 5 was introduced in 1932. It differed
mainly in having the vertical bars removed from both segments. The
bottom space thus provided is always blank; the top may be so or it
may contain a number Which, presumably, indicates the number of that
particular hands tamp. These numbers run from one to ten and may be
in Roman figures or in the more usual Arabic ones. I have written
to the Vatican postal authorities to try and discover something
about these numbers, but have not been successful in getting any
reply. My own theory is that cancels with Roman numerals are used
at the Philatelic Bureau and those with Arabic ones at the Central
Office; This would leave the blank cancellors for the two branch
officeso All the "maximum" cards and obviously philatelic covers I
have bear cance Is with Roman figures or with "5" or I'8" • The ear1-
iest and latest dates in my collection are: --

Blank. 1933-53
1. 1935-44 and 1959-60
2. 1933-43
30 1939-59
4. 1955-60
5. 1953-57
6. Not seen
70 1958-59
80 1953-59
9. Not seen

10. 1955
I. 1943-56

II. 1945-60
III. 1953-57
IV. 1952-58
V. 1955-58

VIo 1958

The Roman numerals are apparently inserted individually as I have
an example where the II appears loose as II. The d~ameter of the
cancel is again 28 mm. for numbers 1 to 8 and for all With Roman
figureso Numbers 5 and 8 (early dates) also exist in a 30 Mm. circle
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and I have only seen "10" in this size. All the letters are bigger
(3 mm.) and the cancels also differ from the others in that the date
year includes three figures instead of the u$ual two, e.g. 11.12.953-
18. Various sub-types of the normal cancel can be recognized(Fig. 5):

(a). DEL in 2 Mm. capso, rest in 2* Mm. POSTE either 16 Mm.
from bottom of "P" to bottom of "E" or 18 mm , (both in use
in 1933). Eight pointed asterisko 1933-44.

(b)o DEL in 2 Mm. caps., rest in 2* mm. POSTE 18 mmo Maltese
Cross substituted for asterisko 1939-43.

(c) All letters 2* mm. POSTE 18 mm. Eisbt-pointed asterisk
(very clear). 1943-440

(d). All letters 2* Mm. POSTE 15 mm. Maltese Cross for asterisk,
(cross is slightly smaller on current cancels)o 1939-60.

(e). As (d) but + substituted for Malteee Cross. 1958-60.
Type (d) is known used in red on First Day Covers of the Sto
Domenico Savio issue of 1957 ("II" in segment)o

ESPOSll.lONE VATICANA
DELLA STA~PA

APRILE:·OTTOBR.E '9~&

During the Catholic Press Exhibition commencing April 6th, 1936, a
slogan cancel reading ESPOSIZIONE VATICANA/DELLA STAMPA/APRILE-
OTTOBRE 1936 (fig. 6) was in use. The commemorative stamps issued
for this occasion did not appear until June 22nd and it should be
possible to find the slogan cancelling the 1933 definitives or the
1935 Juridical Congress stamps, but I have not seen it on any of
these. This machine cancel has the circular date stamp 24 mm. in
diameter as does Figo 7, illustrating a double machine-cancel in
use from 1937 until at least 1957. On single stamps only one date
stamp and part of the bars will register so its full size can only
be gauged from a cover or card.
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An extra-large cancel ( 32 mm. diameter ) cap b~ found used occas-
ionally between 1940 and 1944. The asterisks here are six-pointed
(Fig. 8). Although airmail stamps were first issued in 1938 no
special cancellation was introduced until about ten years later.
This cancel is,shown in Fig. 9 (28 om. diameter ), Maltese Crosses
taking the place of asterisks. Again sub-types exist with or with-
out numerals in the upper segment; I have only seen Roman figures
as below: --

Blank.
I.

II.
1949
1951-53
1949-59

III.
IV.
V.

not seen
1960
1956

I have one cover, 1953 date, bearing a larger cancel ( 30 mm. Dia. )
with bigger letters, but with DEL in small capitals (Fig. 10).
A second slogan cancellation (Fig. 11) was introduced on December
23rd,1949, declaring" Peace and Goodwill to all Mankind" on the
occasion of the 25th Holy Year in 19500 This should also exist on
the Roman Basilicas definitives issued the previous March, but all
my specimens are on the Holy Year stamps. Like the 1936 slogan it
was only used at the Central Post Office. A roller-type of wavy-
line cancel has been in use from 1957 - possibly earlier (Fig. 12).
When the Vatican started to handle its own postal affairs no printed
registration labels were available and blank Italian ones were used.
A 1929 registered cover I have bears one of these hands tamped POSTE
VATICANE in blue, but it is also known in black.

ANNO JUBILAEI MCML
!=lAX ET BON UM
OMNI POPU LO

.-.,.. .,
VIA AEREA
PAR AVION IS. T/6.

By 1933 labels of the type shown in Figs. 13 and 14 were in use, but
more recent labels seem to be like Fig. 130 Although one or two
Express stamps form part of each definitive issue these are not
always used on urgent letterso Rubber (1) stamps reading ESPRESSO
or URGENTE are frequently found employed in black or purple ink and
both marks may be used on the same cover. Letters going by air some-
times bear the PAR AVION etiquette -- and sometimes noto They are
often impressed in purple ink with a rubber stamp showing the'silhou-
ette of the aeroplane and reading VIA AEREO/PAR AVION (Fig. 15).
Letters to addressees in Vatican City which bear insufficient postage
are marked with a large T(axe) as shown in Fig. 16.
As explained in the beginning, this article is based almost entirely
on my own collection, and I shall be very pleased if anyone who can
add to the information it contains will be kind enough to wrtte to me.
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This is the oldest of the Roman Colleges and was founded by Domenico
Cardinal Capranica in 1457 in his own palace for 31 young clerics,
who received an education designed for the formation of good priests.
Capranica was one of the most earnest reformers of the Roman churcho
The Cardinal himself drew up the rules of the college, and presented
it with his library, the most valuable part of which was later trans-
ferred to the Vatican. His brother, Angelo, erected a suitable home
for the students opposite his own palace. During the siege of Rome,
in 1527, all the students and their rector were killed in the defense
of the Ports di Santo Spirito. The rector, for a time, was elected
by the students from among themselves, but Alexander VII decided that
the rector should be appointed by the protectors of the college. The
college was re-established in 1807, and the number of free students
reduced to 13. Those entering must have completed their 17th year
and they attend lectures at the Gregorian University. Many cardinals,
bishops and diplomats have come from its graduates.
The stamp shows a bust of Card. Capranica and his coat of arms at the
left. In the center is the college, and at the right is the churchof Santa Maria in Aquiro.
Cardinal Domenico Capranica was born inCapranica near Palestrina,
Italy in 1400 and died at Rome July 14, 1458. Studying at Padua and
under such teachers as the future cardinals Giuliano.Caesarini and
Nicholas of Cusa he received his Doctorate of Both Laws at the age of
21. As secretary to Martin V he was promoted repidly, administering
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at Imola and Forli, and became Bishop of Fermo. He was made cardinal
in peto, but did not attend the installation ceremony. At the con-
clave, after the.death of Martin y,thecardinals would not recognize
his cardinalate (1431), a view sustained by the newly elected Eugene
IVo Having suffered severe losses at the hands of the Orsini at Rome,
he took refuge with the Visconti at Milan. He appealed in 1432 to the
Council of Basle for recognition of his cardinalate, and received
recognition. Eugene IV deprived him of all honors and possessions for
this acto Capranica bore himself moderately and in 1434 was reconciled
with Eugene and, as cardinal, receive Santa Croce in Gerusalemme as his
titular church. He executed many responsible missions for the Holy See,
and was used as peacemaker throughout Europe. He is best known for his
establishment of the Capranica College.
Santa Maria in Aquiro, or degli Orfanelli, in the Piazza Capranica
was built on the site of a 4th century church. The name Aquiro is
supposed to be derived from the Equeriae, or stadium of a circus that
once stood there. At a later date the church was annexed to an orphan-
age founded by Pius III. The church is decorated by frescoes by
Marianio The church and the piazza Capranica are said to occupy the
location of a portico and temple erected by Hadrian to Matilda, his
wife's sistero
The second design records a visit by Pius XII to the rooms he once
occupied at Capranica College in 1894-95, made on January 21, 19570
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In either 1066 or 1103 the Benedictines established the Abbey of St.
Lambrecht in a picturesque setting about 60 miles southwest of Vienna
on the northern border of the Province of Styria, Austria. An old
legend recounts that a monk named Magnus came to the monastery in the
year 1157, bringing with him a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
the Christ Child, carved from lime-woodo A small hut was built to
house the statue but soon the number of local inhabitants, who came
there to pray at the shrine of the Blessed Virgin, became so great
that is was necessary to build a larger wooden edifice.
The fame of graces, granted at the shrine, drew Count Henry Ladislaus
of Moravia who built the first stone church on the spot in 1200.
About 100 years later Louis the Great of Hungary made a pilgrimage to
Mariazell and in 1300 built a large gothic basilica to commemorate
his victory over the Bulgarso The original chapel was preserved in
the church and it became the principal shrin~ of Central Europe.
About 1600 King Ferdinand III had the style changed to baroque by the
Lombard architect, Domenico Sciassia, who built the dome on the church
and to the original gothic tower added two smaller towers. About this
time the interior of the church ( 207 feet long by 69 feet wide ) was
decorated by several Italian artists. Numerous votive pictures are "
found in the ambulatory, but the more ancient, representing remarkable
occurrences connected with Mariazell, are found above the arches.
Above the altar was placed a grouping of marble statues of Sts. Anna& Joachim by Lorenzo Matielli.
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Queen Maria Theresa and Francis I, in 1757, had the high altar covered
with silver as a more fitting throne for the statue of the Madonna and
Child. Two life size figures of marble and an ebony crucifix donated
by Emperor Charles VI decorate the main altar.
From Bohemia, Moravia and other slavic countries, from Austria and
Hungary more than 100,000 pilgrims made their way to the shrine even
in the 19th century. With modern transportation more than 300,000
pilgrims arrive each year. Under Joseph II of Austria it was the most
important shrine in Austria, and by his orders time of pilgrimage was
assigned to certain areas of his country, to insure a constant flow to
the shrineo Vienna started its pilgrimage on July 1, and Gratz on
August 14. Under Nazi domination pilgrimages were forbidden. But
even greater numbers came during the Marian Year of 1954 and in the
800th anniversary year of 19570
The Blessed Virgin Mary has been given several titles at this shrine:
The Mother of the Slavonic Peoples; The Great Lady of Hungary; The
Great Mother of Austria. The church is still under the Benedictines
who founded the Abbey of St. Lambrecht. To celebrate the Marian Year
Pope Pius XII made the Abbey an independent priory. In the 800th
anniversary year the same Pius granted a plenary indulgence to all
pilgrims who came during the time of the celebration which lasted from
March to October 15,1957.


