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Giovanni Battista Piranesi (1720-1778),       
engraved view of St. Peter’s Square with the 
façade of the Basilica and the Obelisk from 
Varie Vedute di Roma Antica e Moderna. 
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Pope Pius VII, extraordinary medal depicting St. Peter’s Basilica with a rising sun on the horizon. 

Interior view of St. Peter’s Balislica, by Giovanni Battista Piranesi (1720-1778) from Varie Vedute di Roma Antica e Moderna. 
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Pope Pius VII 

Postal History 
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-Historical Time Line (1815-1823) 
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Collecting the Postal History of the Pontifical State  
in the Period of the Risorgimento 

 

Part II: The Reorganization of the Pontifical State, 1815-1823 
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� Figure 1: Signature of Secretary of State for Pope Pius VII, Ercole Cardinal Consalvi on a passport 
dated February 20, 1819. Cardinal Consalvi and Pius VII were the architects of the reorganization of 
the Pontifical State as directed in the motu proprio of July 6, 1816.  

At the top is the coat of arms of Pius VII. Cardinal Consalvi’s extraordinary diplomacy at the Congress 
of Vienna resulted in the   decision  of the leaders to return the Pontifical State conquered by Napoleon 
Bonaparte to Pope Pius VII.  

� Cardinal Ercole Consalvi 
(1757-1824), medal issued to 
commemorate his death. 
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� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 1a: Bartolomeo Pacca (1756-1844) was 
born in Benevento on December 27, 1756 and was 
educated by the Jesuits in Naples and the Somas-
chans in Rome’s Clementine College. He was cre-
ated cardinal by Pope Pius VII on February 23, 
1801. He was arrested with Pope Pius VII on the 
evening of July 5-6, 1809 and imprisoned in the 
Fenestrelle Fortress in Savoy.  

His long career included appointments as Camer-
lengo of the Church from 1814-1824, Cardinal 
Bishop 1818-1844, twice pro-Secretary of State in 
1808 and 1814, and first Cardinal Legate of the Le-
gation of Velletri.  

As a zelanti (ultra-conservative) cardinal, he was 
reprimanded by Cardinal Secretary of State, Con-
salvi, during the Congress of Vienna in 1814, for his 
harsh treatment of the supporters of the former   
Napoleonic regime in Rome.  
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� Figure 2: Personal handwritten letter from Rome to Agostino di Ricco in Forli dated August 
2, 1815 bearing on the front the hand- stamped “ROMA” of the type used during the period of 
the Provisional Pontifical Government, July 25, 1815- July 6, 1816. Handwritten “3” for post-
age in bajocchi also on the front. 

In July of 1815, all parts of the Pontifical State annexed by the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte 
were returned to Pope Pius VII.  

Forli, view of the main piazza 

Period of the Provisional Pontifical Government (1815-1816) 
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� Figure 3. Period of the Provi-
sional Pontifical Government.     
Official printed circular, dated   
August 7, 1815, from the Governor 
in Fermo to the information agent 
for the Comune of Francavilla    
concerning “the restoration of this 
Province by His Holiness, Pius VII, 
our beloved sovereign…”.  

On the front is the straight- line 
“Fermo” and “2” indicating the  
correct postage in bajocchi and on 
the reverse is the hand stamped 
“Fermo 12 AGO”.  

 

Postal regulations in 1814 now    
required a stamp of place and date 
of arrival on the reverse.  

Period of the Provisional Pontifical Government (1815-1816) 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 4: Period of the Provi-
sional Pontifical Government. 
Handwritten personal letter to 
Signore Dominico Monti in Sant’ 
Angelo in Vado from Sign. 
Giuseppi Didi in Pergola dated 
September 3, 1815.  

On letter front is a hand stamped 
boxed “PERGOLA” in red and    
a manuscript “3” for the correct 
postage in bajocchi for letters 
from one Postal Direction to a 
non-adjoining Direction within 
the same Distance (here, the 
Marches).  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 5: Period of the Provisional Pontifical 
Government. Handwritten personal letter from 
an influential citizen of Magliano in Sabina, 
Guiseppe Banifazi to Cardinal Lorenzo Litta , 
Cardinal Bishop of Sabina, dated November 11, 
1815, on behalf of Signora Margherita Maris-
cotti Orsini of the influential Italian nobility.  

Pope Pius VII created Lorenzo Litta a cardinal 
(in pectore) on February 23, 1801 and depended 
on him as a trusted advisor. Cardinal Litta was 
a ‘black cardinal” (see first article in series), 
imprisoned on orders from the Emperor       
Napoleon in 1809.  

He was Cardinal Bishop of Sabina (1814-1820) 
and Cardinal Vicar of Rome in 1818. On the 
letter front is the special boxed stamp “PP 
Franca” that was placed on letters upon arrival 
in Rome to indicate they enjoyed the privilege of 
free franking (i.e. the franchise). This stamp was 
used from January 1815 until January 1818. 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 6: Portrait of Lorenzo Cardinal Litta , (1756-1820) as 
Vicar of Rome by an unknown artist of the Italian School in 
the Museum of Milan. He was born in Milan on February 23, 
1756 and educated in the Clementine College in Rome. He was 
a diplomat, scholar, and close friend of Pope Pius VII who 
made him a cardinal (in pectore) on February 23, 1801 and 
openly on September 28, 1801.  

He held a number of important posts including Apostolic  
Nuncio to Poland and Russia, Prefect of the Congregation for 
the Propagation of the Faith, Cardinal-Protector of the      
Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy (1817-1820), Cardinal-
Bishop of Sabina (1814-1820), and Cardinal Vicar of Rome 
(1818-1820). During his exile with Pope Pius VII in 1809, he 
translated the Iliad. He died on May 1,1820.  
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Period of the Provisional Pontifical Government (1815-1816) 

� Figure 7: Period of the Provisional Pontifical government. Handwritten letter from Vincenzo 
Gianfanti in Rome to the Bishop of Perugia and Arezzo, Agostino Albergotti, dated December 15, 
1815, in which the Congregation for the Reform of the Pontifical State is discussed. On the letter 
front is the postmark “ROMA” used from July 1815 until June 1825.  

On the reverse is a red stamp “2 ½”. Letters from Rome to a foreign country (here Tuscany)      
required an additional tax “Tassa D’ Impostazione” of 2 ½ bajocchi for letters weighing up to        
7 ½ grams and 5 bajocchi for up to 15 grams. This tax was in effect from 1814 until 1832.  

Reverse 

Rome, Porta San Sabastiano leading to the Via Appia 
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� Figure 8: Period of the Provisional Pontifical Government. Handwritten official letter, dated 
January 27, 1816, from the General Administration for Salt and Tobacco in the Pontifical State 
to the agent of Nepi for the distribution of information.  

The printed letterhead reads “Amministrazione generale de’Sali e Tabacchi negli Stati Pontifici”. 
On the letter front in red are “ROMA” and “AFFRANCATA” (pre-paid postage). This Roma 
postmark was used after April 18, 1814 until the end of March 1816 to always accompany the 
“AFFRANCATA”.  

Nepi, Borgia Castle and Porta Angelica 
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� Figure 9: Period of the Provisional 
Pontifical Government. Handwritten 
personal letter from Guiseppe Mor-
rari in Rome to Giacomo Casari , 
Justice of Appeals in Bologna, dated 
January 26, 1816.  

On the letter front is the ROMA 
postmark for this period and 
“DECIMES”. This stamp was used 
from 1814-1816 on letters sent to  
regions where the Napoleonic         
currency (lira and decimes) was still 
used. It was used on letters during 
the Napoleonic Kingdom of Italy 
from September 8, 1809 until        
October 10, 1810.  

Also, on the front is the manuscript 
“4” indicating the correct postage 
until the rate was stabilized in 1819. 
On the back is the hand stamped 
“BOLOGNA  31 GEN.”  

Roma, view of the Castel St. Angelo and the Tiber river form the Gianicolo, 1834 
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� Figure 10: Period of the Provisional Pontifical Government. Handwritten official letter to the mayor of San Giorgio 
di Piano from the Apostolic Delegate of Bologna, Giacomo Giustiniani (1769-1843), dated April 2, 1816. Of a Roman 
patrician family, he entered the Roman prelature in 1792, received his doctorate in both civil and canon law from the 
La Sapienza and was made Vice-Legate of Romagna in 1793. Expelled during the French invasion on July 25, 1796,     
he returned to Rome after the fall of the Roman Republic as President of the Council of State to pursue its partisans.  
He was Governor of Perugia from 1797 to 1798. After the restoration of the Pontifical State in 1814, he was made            
provisional governor of Rome on September 23, 1814. Ordained a priest in 1816, he became Apostolic Delegate charged 
with the restoration of the Legation of Bologna.  

He issued the first Notification in the Pontifical State from Bologna regarding the use of the stamps of revenue paper, 
the carta bollata. His coat of arms is on the letter front with his name in Latin. From the galero (hat) six tassels descend 
from each side, indicating his rank as Apostolic Delegate. An influential nuncio to Spain, he was named archbishop of 
Imola in 1826 and created cardinal on October 2, 1826 by Pope Leo XII. Becoming increasingly conservative and influ-
ential, he was papabile in the conclave of 1830 but was vetoed by Ferdinand VII of Spain. He was Camerlengo from  
October 2, 1837 until his death, February 24, 1843.  

San Giorgio di Piano, view of the town gate and the Palazzo Capuano 

Cardinal Giacomo Giustiniani  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 11: Period of the Provi-
sional Pontifical Government. Hand-
written letter from Vice Pontifical 
Commissioner Neroni of Tolentino to 
the Administrator of Urbisaglia, 
dated May 29, 1816, discussing the 
need to conform to the directions of 
the Secretary of State Cardinal   
Consalvi in reforming the Pontifical 
State . 

Cardinal Consalvi created commis-
sions throughout the State that were 
involved in the reorganization. On 
the letter front and back is the green 
franchise seal of the vice commis-
sioner with “Tolentino” and the pa-
pal tiara within. The printed letter-
head reads “Governo Pontificio, Vice 
Commissariato nel Distretto di To-
lentino”. Scan Doc 191, the top letter 
on the scan. 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 12: Ending of the period of the Provisional Government of the Pontifical State (Governo Provisorio).      
Handwritten official letter, dated July 6, 1816, from Sig. Gaspari the administrator of the commune of Serra San 
Quirico to the administrator of Tolentino concerning publication of a medical issue. On the letter front is the double 
oval franchise seal inscribed “Governo Provisorio Comune Di Serra S. Quirico” and the handwritten “D’Uff o”         
indicating the privilege of the franchise.  

The significance of this date is that it is the date of the famous motu proprio of Pope Pius VII on the reorganization of 
the Pontifical State which was little modified for the rest of its existence. Seals of the period of the Provisional Pontifical 
Government (July 25, 1815 -July 6, 1816) are found for many cities and towns and are highly collectable.  


Tolentino, view of the main gate 

End of the Provisional Pontifical Government: July 6, 1816 
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� Figure 13: Revenue stamped paper (carta bollata) of the signed 
financial transaction, dated March 24, 1817, in Castel San Pietro. 

 On the top left of the document is the oval stamp inscribed    
“BAI. TRE.” (3 bajocchi fee) with the Papal Umbrella (Ombrella 
Basilare) and Keys in the center.  

R.C.A. — Roma Curia Apostolica 

Revenue Stamped Paper (Carta Bollata)  
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� Figure 13a: Revenue stamped 
paper (carta bollata) of a signed 
financial document “In the presence 
of the Tribunal of Commerce of Bo-
logna to Sig. Vincenzo Maggi of   
Ancona…”, dated February 6, 1816.  
 

On the front left of the document is 
the oval stamp inscribed “CEN. 
20” (20 centesimi fee) with the    
Papal Tiara and Keys in the center.  
 

The centesimi denomination was 
used in the former Departments of 
the Kingdom of Italy (here Bologna, 
which was the Department of Reno) 
rather than bajocchi for a few more 
months.  
 

This stamp with the Tiara and Keys 
and earlier versions appeared ear-
lier than the use of franchise seals 
of a similar nature on official mail. 

� Figure 13a: Revenue stamped paper 
(carta bollata) of a receipt of payment 
from the office of the Administration 
of Ecclesiastical Goods to Count Luigi 
Branchi, dated December 5, 1829. On 
the top left is the stamp inscribed 
“Bollo Stradordinaro Roma” with the 
Papal Tiara and Keys in the center.  

This stamp was approved in the July 
6, 1816 motu proprio of Pope Pius VII 
for the most important offices of the 
Pontifical State. The Carta Bollata 
stamp on the right is the fee for the 
transaction of 5 bajocchi showing 
Neptune and the “B. 5. R.” rate.  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 14: Handwritten personal let-
ter from Vincenzo Marchetti in Velletri 
to Count Vincenzo Pianciani in Rome, 
dated September 14, 1816.  

The Count moved from Umbria to 
Rome to assist in the financial manage-
ment of the Pontifical State and became 
Administrative General of the Depart-
ment of the Stamp and Registry (Bollo e 
Registro) where he spent his career.  

This was one of the departments created 
in Pius VII’s motu proprio of July 
6,1816. He married Princess Amalia 
Ruspoli of Austria and entered the aris-
tocracy of Rome. On the letter front is 
the straight- line stamp “Velletri” and 
the manuscript “2”, the postage rate to 
Rome from an adjoining Postal Direc-
tion in the same Distance.  
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 14a: Handwritten 
personal letter from 
Domenico Bertucci, Parish 
Prior of San Nicolo in Imola 
to Sig. Luigi Zappa, Adminis-
trator of the Goods of the 
Church and State (Beni     
Ecclesiasici e Camerale) in  
Bologna, dated September 28, 
1816, concerning a circular 
on their distribution.  

On the front is “IMOLA” in  
a brownish red oval and the 
figure “4” for the postage to 
Bologna.  



��� ���������	
������
�������	�������������
�
�	�	����� ������
������� ���	��
������������

 

 


���� *�������� $%$&� ������ ����
�� -$�� $%$?�� ,	��
������ ��
� ��������=��� ���	� �	�� 
���� ��
����� !��
:��������$8��$%$&���	�����
������:���������
�+����
�����'�����>��1��
����������

������*���
���������	 ���

����"�������$��$%$?��	���
���
����������������

�� ��
���	� �	�� 
����
� �
� �	�� ����������
� ������ ��� �	��
��
����������
��	�������
����������������
��������� ���
�
��� �
� �����	�� ��� �	�� !

���� �
� �	��2�����+������� ���
"�������$/�� �	��� ������ ��� �5�	������ 
���� 
��� �	�
��
�
��	�������
�����������
�����1�����������6#9��
�
��������
�'��������������./$��
�,�����'���
�	�
���� ������
����� �
� "���� ?�� $%$?�� ��
������� �	�� ��������� �
�
� � 
�
���	� �	�� ��������� 
����
�6+����� ��������9����� �5��� ���
������� 6+����� 
�����������9� ��� �	�� ������ ��������� � �� 
���
��
����������
�������������
��

���������
���6$/9��
�
,	�
��
���
� ��� 
�����������������
�� ���	� �
� �	��	� 	 �
�
�� 
������� ��������=�� ���� �
� ������
�� ��� �������� ��� ����
���
� �
� �	�� �����
����� ������� ,	�
�� ����� ��������� � ��	�
��	��� ��
���
� ������� �	�� ;����	� ��������������� *��� �
��������������	�������������
��
��	�������
�������� �� ���
�
7�	(��
 � �
 35������ �
� �� ������ �������� 6��������

������� ������ 
	������ �	�� C�������� ���� (��
�
6!��������+�
�����9� 

�
7�	(��
 � ��
 35������ �
� �� ������ �������� 6��������

������������9�
	�������	��������,���������(��
�� 

�
7�	(��
 � )�
 35������ �
� �� ������ �������� 
	������ �	��
�5������������
���������
�����6+�����
�����������9� 

�
1��������������0
 ��5�����������=���A��2�����+�������������

�����������
�����$#7$�$%#/ ��.//#��6#9��������
��	� �	�
�
������
��
���
��	�
��
���
��
��	����������
�������� �����
���	�����
�������
��
����	�
������
�
4��	�������	
��
��	��������������
��	�
��
����
���� ��
���� �	�� ,����� ���� (��
� ��� �	�� ������ ��������� 
����	 �
��

���
����	�
�������,���������(��
������
����������� ���
�
���� �
� �� 
��������� ������� ���� �5����� 
���� ��
������ 
���
�	�� �������
� ������� �����
��
������� ���� ��������� �
 
���
��
�
���
���������������
�
;����	�
�� 
���
� ��� ������
� �
� �� ��������� ���� ������ ����
��������� ������� ����� �	�� ������ ,����� ���� (��
� ��� �	 ��
�������������
�����������������������������
������� ��
���	����	��������
��	��
�����6./9��
�
;����	�
��
���
��
���������
��
�������������	������ ��	����
������� �	�� 
�����
� �
� �� �����
��6'�
������9�� �	�� �� ����
�����������
	���6'�
����9����	��	��
�����
��
�	�
�� 

�����
�� ��
	��0
� 
��������� 6����������� '�
������9�� ������ ���
62��������9� ���	� 	�
� 
����
��� ����� �
� ���
�� ��� '��� ��
6'������9���,	��������
��	������������K������������ �
���
��
��
�����������	��
�����6$%�$89��
�
���
����=
� ���� 	���� 
������� 
����	�
�� 
���
� �
� �	��
<����	� :���������
�� 2����

���
�� ���� ������
����
����
� 6������9� ������� ��� ������� ������
� 
���� �	�� �� ���
��
� �
� ;����	� ���� ��	��� 
������� ����������
� �	����	 �
�	�� ���� �
� �	�
� �������� 6$%.-9� �
� �	�� 
����
� �
� ��� ����
�
���� ������ $%#/� ��� �	�� ��
���� 	�
����� �
� �	�� �����
� ����
�������6$&9��,	����������������������
��	���������
 ��	���
����
�����
����,	��
���
�������
����������	��������  �����
�	�� ����
� �*����� 
����� �� ������ � �������� ���������
6
��������9� ���
���� ���� ��
���� ��� ,	�
�� 
��������� � ���

� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 15: Handwritten official 
letter from Sig. Paradisi, account-
ant in Fano to the Sig. Gonfalo-
niere and Anziani (Gonfalonier 
and Elders) of Fossombrone. 
These were two of the principal 
positions in the Magistracy      
created by Pope Pius VII in his 
July 6, 1816 motu proprio.  

Even the mayor (Sindaco) now 
reported to the Gonfalonier. The 
front of the letter has the stamp 
“FANO” and in the lower left the 
handwritten “D’Uff o” (D’ Ufficio) 
indicating that this office enjoyed 
the privilege of free franking 
(i.e.franchise).  



���	��
������������ ����������
	���	�
��������
�
�	� 	�������������� !���"� �&�

 

 

���
� ��
�� ���������� ����� 
���
� ���� ��������� 
���� �	 ��

����������6	���9������

��,	��;����	����	������
�� �
����
�	�� 
������ ����������� �
� ;�������� +�������� ���� ���
������ 6;����� ���� �������9� ��� $%//� ���� �
� )���	�
��
C����������A�>������$%/%��������>�����
�����
�
���� ���
�
� ���������� �
� �	�� ��������� ���� ,���	������ ���
�
� ����
��
�������� �� �����

���� �
� 	����	� ��� ���� �
� �	�� ��� �
��
����������
���������=������	��	�������������
�
� �
�
,	��;����	��������
���	��
��
������������������
�
� ���
�
6�����9���������������� �6	����	�����������9��,	�
� ������
�
�����
���
����	�
��
���
��,	��
��
��
�����6�����9 ��
��	��
��������� �����
����� ������ �������� �	�� ����
� ������� �
*����� 
����� �� ������ � ��
� ��� ����������$%$.��
����� ���
�������������
���
���������
�����
��
��	��;����	�3� �
����� ��� $%$-� ���� $%$7�� 6$&9�� ,	�� �����
����� �������
����� �� ��
������ ��� )���$%$7�� ���������� �	�� 
������� �
�
�	��<����	�������������������	��������2��
������
�� 	��
2����� ���� ����� ���
� '��� �

���� �� ����� �������� ���*� �
�������.&��$%$%������������.-$��������
��
�����	��� �	�
����������
� 
��� �	�� ����
� �
� ������� ���� 2���������	 ����
6����� ����� �
� ����9� ���������� 
	��
�� �	���� ����	���
��
��� ���� ��

�����
��������
�������
� �
� �	�
�� ���� ���

����
�����
���
��������1��������6$$�$&99��
�
���� �	����������������	
� �
���� �	�� ����� ������� ��2���
������2��
������

�������������
��
�����
	�����	��� �����
2���������������

�
���	���������������
��������	�� �������
���
������ �	����	���� �	�� ������ ��� !�������..�����!� �
������ .-�� $%$?�� ��
���������� 689� � ,	�
�� ��
���
� �����

����

���� 
���2��
����� ��� ��	����� �	�� ��������>���� �� �
�
�	�����������
��������������������	��=������������� ����
��
�������	��������
����

�
���	����	�����	�������� ����
�>��� �����
����� ������� ,	�� ����
�������� �
� !������� .-�
�����	�� ������ �	�� �

���� �
� :����������� 1������� �
� ���
����������������������	��1���������
�������	������� �����
��������� ��� �	�� ���������� �
� ������� ���������� ��� �	 ��

������������	������
�������������:���������
������ �����
�	�� �������� ����� �
� ���	�A�������� ���� :���������� �� �� ��
'����:�������� ��� ���	� :�
������ ��������� ��� 
���� �
� �	��
����
� �	�� 
�������
� �
� '����:�������� ������

����� � ��
�	�� 1��
��������� ,	�� :�������
� �
� ������� ��� ���	� A� ���
���������:�����������������������	��A���������:���� ����
�	����	� �� ���������� ������� 6 +���������� �������� 9� �
� �����
�
��������������
�������������
��689��
�
<�������� �	�� ������� �

����
� ������ �	�� :�������
� �� ���
���� ���@����� ��� ������
�� ����� �
���� ���������� ����� ���
������������������������
������������
����������	�� ������
����
�� ���� ������� �����
��� ���������� ���������� � 2�� 
�����
��	������ �	�
� ��� �	�� �
�����
	����� �
� �� ��������� 
� ����
���	� �� ���������� ������� ��� �

�
�� �	�� �������� ,	�
� 
�����
��
� �	�� ������ 2������������ ,	�� ������ �	������ �	���
���	E� ��	�� ������������ �
� ������� ������� �	�� �5����� ���
�
����
���������������
�
���������������������

��� ����
�	�������������
��	�����������
��������	���

������ 
��	����

������� � ,	���� ��	��� ��
���
��������
� ��������� ��
 ����

�������� 
��� ��
���
� ����
��	��� 
������������ �
� ��� ��
����
�����������
�����������
����=��
�����
���
���� �����
����
� �������� ����
����� �
� ��������
�� ���� �

�
���� �� ���

� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 16: Folded letter-sheet of official mail from the Podesta of Monte di Castel San Pietro to the Podesta of  
San Giovanni in Persiceto (both in the Legation of Bologna), dated October 13, 1816. On the letter front is a double 
circled negative franchise seal inscribed “M’. di Castel San Pietro” with a papal tiara and keys in the center.  

This is an early seal of this type and before regulations had been established regarding those offices permitted the 
privilege of the franchise by the edict of the Camerlengo Bartolomeo Cardinal Pacca on February 14, 1817. Also, on 
the letter front is “CENTO” in an oval of dots and the handwritten “D’Uff o” , indicating the exercise of the franchise. 
On the reverse is the same seal and the hand-stamped “BOLOGNA 13 OTT”.  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 17: Folded letter-sheet of 
official mail from the Magistrature 
of the Comune of Granaglione to 
the Cardinal Legate of Bologna, 
dated December 2, 1816.  

The Magistrature consisted of the 
Gonfalonier and the Anziani 
(Elders). The Cardinal Legate was 
Carlo Opizzoni, one of Napoleon’s 
“black cardinals” and colleague 
and strong supporter of Cardinal 
Consalvi. On the letter front is a 
double circled negative franchise 
seal inscribed “Ma. DEL 
COMUNE DI GRANAGLIONE” 
with the Papal Tiara and Keys in 
the center (unlisted in Gallenga). 
Also, on the front is the usual 
“D’Uff o”. Granaglione was in the 
Legation of Bologna.  
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 18: Handwritten letter, 
dated December 6, 1816, sent from 
Giovanni Mauci in Macerata to  
Sig. lawyer Giacomo Collari, the 
Justice of the Tribunal of Appeals 
in Bologna.  

The letter writer discusses a case 
early in the Tribunal’s history.  

On the letter front is the hand-
stamped “MACERATA” in an oval 
and the written figure “4” for the 
correct postage in bajocchi for let-
ters     between non-adjacent Postal      
Directions in adjoining  Distances. 
On  the back is the hand-stamped 
“BOLOGNA 8 Dec.”  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 19: Printed official notice from Francisco Saverio Ferrucci ,the Inspector of the sale of salt     
and tobacco, Francisco Saverio Ferrucci, in the Province of Ascoli and Fermo to the Gonfalonier of       
Acquaviva, dated December 23. 1816.  

The notice refers to the regulations regarding the sale of this importance source of revenue for the       
Pontifical State according to the motu proprio of Pope Pius VII on July 6, 1816. On the front is the hand-
stamped “ASCOLI” in a rectangular box and the handwritten “2” for the appropriate postage. There is 
also the handwritten “D’Uff o” indicating the privilege of franchise which the inspector did not enjoy.  

Ascoli, view of the Piazza del Popolo 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 20: Handwritten 
official circular written and 
signed by Alessandro    
Cardinal Malvasia of the 
Legation of Ravenna to the 
Governor of Castel del Rio, 
dated March 7, 1817.  

The Cardinal informs the 
Governor of the reform of 
the system   of imprisonment 
in the Legation. This was an 
important issue to the sup-
porters of Cardinal Con-
salvi like this cardinal due 
to the harsh treatment im-
posed by the cardinals of 
the zelanti party. Pope Pius 
VII made him a cardinal on 
March 8, 1816 and he was 
the first Cardinal Legate of 
the newly formed Legation 
of Ravenna. 

The Legations of Ravenna and Forli were formed from the previously existing Legation of Romagna by the motu proprio 
of Pius VII on July 6, 1816. Cardinal Consalvi insured that in each of the four Legations in the region of Romagna four 
laymen would be appointed to advise the Cardinal Legate.  
 

Cardinal Malvasia was a celebrated scholar and founder of the literary academy called after him, Malvasiana. On the  
letter front is the red boxed “RAVENNA”. The letter is sealed by the paper seal of the Cardinal.  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 21: Official letter 
from the Apostolic Delegate   
in Pesaro to the Governor of 
Sant’Agata Feltria, dated 
April 10. 1817.  
 
On the front is the red rectan-
gular boxed “PESARO” and 
the franchise seal inscribed 
“PESARO DELEGATION 
APOSTOLICA” . The hand-
written “D’Uff o” signifies its 
privilege of the franchise.  
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� Figure 22: Printed official circular from the Apostolic Delegate of Viterbo, B. Capeletti, dated April 16, 1817 to the 
Governor of Ronciglione that states:  

“In order to spare the parishioners the inconvenience of transmitting to the officials of the Stamp and Registry Office    
(Bollo e Registro) the monthly notes of the dead in their parishes, the Secretary of State has informed the Bishops to send 
such notes to the Gonfalonier , or to the Mayor where that position does not exist.”  

On the letter front is the oval franchise seal inscribed with “DELEGAZIONE APOSTOLICA DI VITERBO” with the 
Papal Tiara in the center and the hand-stamped “VITERBO” . The diagonal pen mark signifies no postage is required. 
On the back is the hand-stamped “21 Aprile” and the seal of the Apostolic Delegate. This notice is of importance to     
collectors of the postal history of the Pontifical State because it clearly distinguishes the separate offices of Gonfalonier 
and Mayor, as defined in Pope Pius VII’s motu proprio of July 6, 1816.  
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� Figure 23: Official printed circular from the Director of the Office of Register and Stamp of the Direction of Rome and 
its dependencies, dated April 29, 1817 to the Prefect of the Office of the Stamp in Bracciano. The circular was written to 
reconcile the difficulties encountered by various officials in calculating the different grades for the requirement of inheri-
tance taxes. He felt the need to communicate to all the correct interpretation of articles 46 and 48 of the Regulation for 
inheritance taxes to reconcile their apparent contradiction. The circular presents the correct interpretation.  

This early circular shows one of the important financial functions of this new Pontifical Office. On the letter front is a cir-
cular franchise seal of ribbed margins within which is the inscription “DIRETTORE DEL REGISTRO E BOLLO” with 
the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center. Also, on the letter front is the red inscription “ROMA AFFRANCATA” (prepaid) 
and the diagonal line indicating the privilege of the franchise. However, on the back is the handwritten “2” for the correct 
postage. There is a similarity between this seal and the first seal of the tiara and keys used on the carta bollata (revenue 
stamped paper) of the restored Pontifical government.  

Bracciano,  
Castello Orsini 
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� Figure 24: Handwritten official letter signed by Giuseppe 
Cardinal Albani to the Governor of Anagni and dated June 7, 
1817. He was made a cardinal by Pope Pius VII on February 
23, 1801.  

On the letter front is the hand-stamped “S. CONGREGAZI-
ONE DEL BUON GOVERNO” (Sacred Congregation of 
Good Government) and the “ROMA” handstamp of the pe-
riod. The letter is sealed with the paper seal of the   Cardinal. 
Cardinal Albani was the Prefect of this congregation, as well 
as Prefect of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars from 
May 20, 1817 until January 1, 1824.  

The congregations emerging in the early sixteenth century 
were offices in the Dicastery of the Curia, headed by cardi-
nals to which were given specific aspects of the Papal govern-
ment to administer. Pope 

Sixtus V, in his Bull of January 22, 1587, founded most of the 
fifteen congregations that administered the Pontifical State. 
The Sacred Congregation of Good Government was founded 
by Pope Clement VIII to supervise the Papal system of taxa-
tion and the economy in general. In the reform of Pius VII, 
additional responsibilities were given to this congregation as 
specified in his Motu proprio of July 6, 1816, including over-
sight of the road system.  

Cardinal Albani was of the zelanti party and a strong sup-
porter of Austria in papal diplomacy as a personal friend of 
Prince Klemens von Metternich and Pope Pius VIII’s Secre-
tary of State. The letter concerns an Agent in Frosinone that 
was removed because a more qualified agent was recom-
mended. The request for another position and at the annual 
salary of 24 scudi was made.  

Sacra Congregazione del Buon Governo 

Anagni, view of the Cathedral 

Cardinal Giuseppe Albani (1750-1834) 
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� Figure 25: Official handwritten    
letter, signed by Alessandro Cardinal 
Malvasia on June 30, 1817 to the chief 
civil engineer Sig. Muti informing him 
that he was going to appoint the Master 
Mason, Gaetano Donati, overseer of the 
reconstruction works that included 
widening of the bridges on the roads in 
the Legation.  

On the letter front is the round fran-
chise seal inscribed “LEGAZIONE DI 
RAVENNA” with the Umbrella and 
Keys in the center rather than the   
Papal Tiara and Keys, thus signifying 
the financial nature of his role. The 
letter is sealed with his coat of arms.   
He died on September 12, 1819.  

Ravenna, view of Dante’s Tomb, 1834 
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� Figure 26: Official handwritten letter signed by Sig. Petruccini, Anziano of Belforte to the Governor of 
Belforte, dated August 5, 1817 concerning the message for the Apostolic Delegate.  

On the letter front is the red-orange oval hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed “MAGISTRATURA” Di 
BELFORTE” with the crown and seal of Belforte.  

The Magistrature of each town consisted of the Gonfalonier and the Elders (Anzioni) by order of Pope Pius 
VII’s motu proprio of July 6, 1816, that reorganized the administration of the Pontifical State. The “D’Uff o” 
on the front signifies the privilege of the franchise.  

Belforte, view of the town street scene 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 27: Official printed notice from Sig. D. Rossi, the Magistrate of the Apostolic Delegation of Spoleto, dated      
August 14, 1817, to the Governor of Alviano (town in the same Delegation) informing him that according to a dispatch of 
August 9 from the Treasurer General there is the necessity of establishing a consistency of what the Sacred Congregation 
of Good Government wants regarding the road taxes with what the local magistrates understand them to be and that they 
should remain the same for the time being.  

This communicates the additional responsibility (i.e. roads) of this congregation after the reorganization of the Pontifical 
State. On the letter front is the oval hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed “DELEGAZIONE APOSTOLICA DI 
SPOLETO” with the Papal Tiana and keys in the center and the hand-stamped “SPOLETO” .  

Alviano, view of the medieval Castle 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 28: Official handwritten letter with printed  letterhead of the Delegation of Frosinone from the Apostolic   
Delegate of Frosinone, dated October 27, 1817, to the Governor of Bauco concerning the extraordinary need verified by 
the Sacred Congregation of Good Government for an excise tax to be put on flour to be used as payment for the pursuit 
of brigands in the Delegation.  

On the letter front is the hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed “DELEGAZIONE DI FROSINONE” surmounted with 
the Papal Tiara and Keys. The same seal is on the reverse.  
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� Figure 29: Handwritten official circular from and signed by Giuseppe Maria Cardinal Spina to the Governor of Pian di 
Meleto (Marche), dated August 29, 1817. The circular notes that “it has been pointed out from the most recent prison reports 
that there are a number of individuals who have been incarcerated for a long- time due to the neglect of some governors and 
Chancellors to proceed in their cases”. The Secretary of State (Cardinal Consalvi) and the Cardinal concur that there will be 
a substitute for this behavior and all expenses for this will be paid.  

This letter highlights the needed reforms carried out by the Secretary of State and his strong supporters among the Cardi-
nals in the Legations. Giuseppe Spina was made cardinal (in pectore) by Pope Pius VII on February 1801 and openly in the 
consistory of March 29, 1802. He was appointed first Cardinal Legate of the newly created Legation of Forli in 1816 when 
the Pontifical State was reorganized. In 1818 he was appointed Cardinal legate of Bologna. On the letter front is the hand-
stamped red FORLI in a circular seal and the “D’UFF o” indicating the privilege of the franchise.  
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Cardinal Giuseppe Spina (1756-1828) 

Pian di Meleto, Castle of the counts of Oliva 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 30: Printed notice from 
Sig. Niccolo Gavelli of the State 
Printing Office  (Stamperia Camer-
ale) of the Delegation of Urbino 
and Pesaro to the illustrious Sig. 
Gonfalonier of Apecchio, dated 
October 29, 1817 concerning the 
cost of 7 bajocchi per copy of a 
particular admission expense.  
 

On the front is a red boxed hand-
stamped “PESARO” and the 
handwritten “3” for the proper 
postage in bajocchi between Post 
office Directions not adjoining in 
the same Distance. The printing 
offices did not enjoy the privilege 
of the franchise.  

Apecchio, view of a medieval bridge over the river Biscubia 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 31: Handwritten offi-
cial communication from the 
Gonfalonier and Anziano of the 
commune of Monte Leone of 
Fermo to the Gonfalonier of 
Montottone, dated November 6, 
1817 concerning the declarations 
of his district.  
 

On the front is the hand-stamped 
circular franchise seal of the 
Gonfalonier inscribed “MON 
LEONE Di FERMO” and Papal 
Tiara in the center and the 
“D’Uff o” indicating the privilege 
of the franchise.  
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 32: Handwritten official letter of Sig. S. Masini, Governor of Tomba (Di Senigallia), 
dated April 9, 1818, to the Gonfalonier of Ripe concerning the old road taxes in the Province 
and their replacement with the new rates.  

On the letter front is the hand-stamped round franchise seal inscribed “DELEG. AP. Di URB. 
E PES. GOV. TOMBA” with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center 

Ripe, view of the main Piazza Leopardi 



���	��
������������ ����������
	���	�
��������
�
�	� 	�������������� !���"� #%�

 

 

���� ��
� �����
� 6�����
	��� ��� �������� ���	��� �	��� �	 ��
�
����A����L����
������ ��� ����� 
��� �	�
� �������� ���3 ���
��
	����)������+���

�������	�����	��9����
�������� �����
���� ���� �����
����� �	�� ��
����=
� ���� 	���� 
�������

����	�
��
���
�����	��������
���������	�
�
������� �����
������������������������������	������������
��	���� ��
��
�����������6����������./��$%#/9���
�
���
 ���"�	���4�����
 ���
8������4�����
 ��
 ���

����������
��
�
"�����

�
��
����	�
�����6?��$$�$&9E��
�
����������	��
��
��� ��������
�
�	�
� 
����
�� �� ������
���� �	�� )���	�
�� A����>�� ���� �����
��
� ���������� �	�� 
��
�� ��������������� �
� �	�� ��
�� �
�
�	�� ��
������ ����������� ��� A�>��� ���� C������ 6���	�
������9����*��������$��$%$7��,	�������������������� �
���� �������� �
� �	�� �����
����� ������� �	�� A�������
� �
)���	�
�� +��������� ���� ������������ ����� ���� ���
������� ������ "���� $%$&�� ��������������� �������� ���� ��
������ �	�� 
�
���� �
� ��
���� 
������
� ��������
� ��� �
 ��

������	�����	�����	����������<�������
	��������
�� 	������
��
���� ���������
� �
� �	�� 
������� ����

����
� ���� �	 ����
�

���
�����������<����
����������
�����
��	������� �>��
������� 
�	���
� �
� �	�� ;����	�� ��������� �	��� ��� �	��
�����������
����
�
�����
��	�������
�������������
�
;���� 	�
� 
��
�� ���� ��� �

����� ��������������� ������ �� ���

������ ��� �	��� 	�
� �������

���� �������� ��
����� 	�� �
���������� ����� �	�� ������ ����� 
��� �� ���� ��
���� 
�
� ����
���� �������� ���� ,	�
� 
�
���� �������� �	�� ������ �����
��
���� :��������
�� ����� ����� ����������� ���� ��
���� ������
�

���
�� �������� ����� �	�� 
�5� ����� 2������� ����
� �	 ���
���������
�����	�����������������,	�
������E�$����� ��
2���������	��B� .�� �������@����������� 6����������� �� �

��� �	�� ������� ���	� ,�
����9B� -�� �����;�������� 
����
�	��	� �	���� �����	�
� �
� � ��
���� �����
� ��������B� 7� �
�����,������ 6� ����������� ��� ��� �	�� ������� ���	� �	��
(������� �
� *����
9B&�� �����;��
������ 6�����������
����� �	�� (������� �
� *����
9B� ?�� �����,��������
6����������� ��� ��� �	�� ����� �
� *����
9�� ,	�� �	����
�����	�
��
��	����
����
�
��������������
����;����� ��
����� ��� ;���������������� ����������� ��� ,�
����B� ��� ;��
������ �����������	������;�

���������;���B� ��� ;���� ���
2��������,���������)��������A�������������
�����������;����� ��� ;����� ��
���� ����
� ��� ���� ��� �� ��
������� ���� ���������� �
� �� ����� �
� ��
���� :��������
 � �
�

�����
E� ;������
�����������2�
����;�����;���>��
������+�������� ��� +�������� �	�� ��
�� ��
��������� ��� =�
���������������2�
���
����������	��:��	���
�)������ ����
�	�� ��	��� ��� �	�� ������� �
� �	�� (������� �
�A��������
'������� �	����	� �	�� ��
���� :��������� �
� ;��������<� ��
������ ���
� �
� �	�� ��
���� �����
� ��� �	�� �����
����� � �����

�����	�����	�����	���������
	����

����������	��
� ���
����
� �
��� ��� ��
���� �������
�� ,	�
�� ����� ����
� ��� �
����
��
��	��������������������
���	��'�������;���� ��'���
A���������� ���� '��� ;��������� ����
� 
����� �
��� ��� �	 �
�
������� �
� �	�� �����
����� ������� ,	�� 
����
��� �����
 � ����
�	��������
��
���������������������'�
���������6$#9 ��
�
,	�
��
��
��
���
�������
�����������>�����
�������� ����
�
�	�� �����
����� ������ ��
� 
�������� ���� 
������>��� �
 ����
����� ���
� '��� ���� 2�������� 2��
����� �

���� 	�
� ���� �
�������� �
� "���� ?�� $%$?� ��� �	�� 1������� *������ �
� �	 ��
��
�� �
� ����� ���� �	��3����
��
������ ������6+�����1� ��
������:�������
���:�������3�������3����
��
����9�
� �����
��� �	�� 2���������� +���������� 2�������� ������ ��� ���
��
�� .7��$%$?�6..9�� ,	��*������ ���������� �	�� �����
 � �
�
�	�� ��
���� :��������
� �	��� ����� ����������� �	����	� ���

� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 33: Official folded letter-
sheet from the Municipal Crimi-
nal Magistrate in Fermo to the 
Governor of Monte Giberto.  
 

On the front is the hand-stamped 
oval negative franchise seal used 
in the Delegation of Fermo be-
tween June 27, 1818 and October 
14, 1820.  



#�� ���������	
������
�������	�������������
�
�	�	����� ������
������� ���	��
������������

 

 

 

� Figure 34: Official printed circular from Giovanni Battista Martini, lawyer and Criminal Magistrate of  the Apostolic 
Delegation of Perugia on behalf of the Governo of Marsciano to the Governor of Fratto , dated Perugia September          
7, 1818. An example of the most important communications of the Pontifical State.  

The circular states : “A notice was received that the Supreme Tribunal of the Sacred Congregation of the Curia that in the 
Kingdom of Naples the foot and mouth disease in cattle has developed, which is also transmitted to pigs, has immediately 
taken the necessary measures to prevent the spread of such a contagious disease in the Pontifical domains.” The notice de-
tails the steps taken. On the letter front is the round franchise seal inscribed: “DELE. APLICA. DI PERUGIA, Il GOV-
ERNATORE DI MARSCIANO” with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center.  
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 35: Official handwritten letter with printed  letterhead from the Commandant Barbieri of  the 
Fortress of Bologna to the Gonfalonier of Corneto (Lazio), dated October 3, 1818. Its subject is a “notice 
of death” from the hospital in Forli of Sergeant Major Filippo Stella a native of that city. He is lauded as 
an outstanding member of his military family.  

The printed letterhead reads “Stato Pontificio, Il Colonnello Command.te Il 30 Regg.to”. On the letter 
front is the oval hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed : “IL COMMANDANTE LA PIAZZA DI BOLO-
GNA” with the coat of arms of Pope Pius VII surmounted by the Papal Tiara and Keys. Handwritten 
“ Servizio militare” is on top right. On back is hand-stamped “7 OTTOBRE”. hand-stamped “7 OTTOBRE”.  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 36: Official handwritten letter with printed  letterhead from Luigi Tognacchi, Gonfalonier of 
Acquacanina (tiny hamlet in the commune of Fiastra), on behalf of the police, to Governor Brunetti Todi 
of Amandola (seat of the Government in the Delegation of Ascoli), dated October 26, 1818. 

The letterhead reads “Comune Di Acquacanina, Delegazione Di Camerino, Il Gonfaloniere”. The letter 
concerns an issue with a “semi-vagabond” and the local police. On the letter front is the round hand-
stamped franchise seal inscribed “DELE. DI CAMERINO, COMUNE DI ACQUACANINA” with the 
Papal Tiara and Keys in its center.  
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 37: Handwritten letter 
from Bernardino Guidi in Rome 
to Count Marcantonio Michiel, 
friend of “His Holiness, Pope 
Pius VII” in Venice, dated 
March 6, 1819.  

The Michiel family was a        
Venetian noble family whose      
history included interactions 
with the popes from Renaissance 
times. Barnabo Cardinal Chiara-
monte was elected Pope Pius VII 
in Venice in the conclave of 1799-
1800, under the protection of the 
Austrians and Venetians.  

On the letter front is the special 
red “ROMA” enclosed postmark 
on letters directed to foreign 
countries used from June 1818 
until May 1820. Also, on the 
front is the handwritten “5” for 
the postage in bajocchi from 
Rome to Venice.  

Venezia, view of the Ponte Rialto, 1834 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 38: Official handwritten letter with printed  letterhead from and signed by Count Alessandro Bonacossi,   
Lieutenant Colonel, commander of the Squadron of Bologna of the Pontifical Gendarmes (Carabinieri) to the President 
of the “Venerable Hospital of Saint Anna” in Ferrara, dated May 22, 1819.  

The letter discusses the obligation to treat sick military personnel. The letterhead reads “Carabinieri Pontifici 20 Reggi-
mento, Bologna. On the letter front is the round hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed “COMANDO DEL I 0 SQUAD-
RONE” with the Papal Tiara and 20 R CARABINIERI in the center. It also has the handwritten “Servizio militare”.  

The Carabinieri were created by an edict of Secretary of State, Cardinal Consalvi, on October 22, 1816 as an essential 
part of the uniform reform of the Pontifical State. 

Ferrara, view of the Castello 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 39: Official letter handwritten and signed by Emmanuele Cardinal de Gregorio, Prefect of the Congrega-
tion of Ecclesiastical Immunity of the Roman Curia (1818-1820) to the Bishop of Arezzo (Tuscany), dated August 
21, 1819. The letter requests information for the Congregation on the clerical status of Dominico Gori of Anghiari 
in his diocese of Arezzo.  
 

On the letter front is the handstamped “Sacra Congregazione Dell’Immunita Ecclesca.”, “ROMA” , and the hand-
written “8” for postage for a letter of this weight in bajocchi. On the reverse is the intact paper seal of Cardinal de 
Gregorio. This congregation was made permanent by Pope Urban VIII (1623-1644) by 1626 and charged with  
examining controversies concerning the jurisdiction of secular courts over ecclesiastical courts (i.e. ecclesiastical 
immunity). Imprisoned during the Roman Republic in 1798, he was made a cardinal by Pope Pius VII on March 8, 
1816. He was a popular and influential cardinal who was papabile in the conclaves of 1819 and 1830.  

Sacra Congregazione Dell’Immunità Ecclesiastica 

Arezzo, view of the main Piazza 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 40: Handwritten personal letter 
from Sig. Vincenzo Ribustini in Fermo to 
Sig. Dottore Allesandro Ginervi, chief 
medical officer of Citta di Castello, dated 
February 17, 1820, in which the addressee 
is accused of having the political views of 
the Carbonari, the secret sect opposed to 
the Pontifical government.  

Citta di Castello was in the Delegation of 
Perugia which had a reputation of anti- 
government sympathies. On the letter front 
is the hand-stamped “FERMO” and the 
handwritten “4” which is the proper post-
age in bajocchi for letters between Postal 
Directions not bordering in adjoining     
Distances.  

Forli, view of the Cathedral 
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� Figure 41: Handwritten personal letter from Sig. Pietro Francisco Gledini of Bologna to Sig. Giuseppe 
Luciani in Macerata through Monte Milone, dated March 27, 1820. He discusses a trip through the 
Marches, meeting people in Borgiano and Macerata.  

On the letter front is the hand-stamped “P.P. Bologna in Italia” (P.P. is Port Paye for postage pre-paid), 
used between 1806 and 1823. On the back is the handwritten “4” for the postage in bajocchi for letters 
between Postal Directions not adjoining in adjacent distances.  

Bologna, Piazza Maggiore 



 �� ���������	
������
�������	�������������
�
�	�	����� ������
������� ���	��
������������

 

 

 

� Figure 42: Handwritten official circular from 
the Alderman (vice mayor) of Macerata to the 
Governor of Cingoli, dated July 21, 1820,          
concerning a request for a list of all pending 
criminal cases that the public found contentious   
in the court of the Deputy Councilor.  

On the letter front is the oval hand-stamped fran-
chise seal inscribed “ASSESSORE CAMERALE 
MACERATA” with the Umbrella and Keys in the 
center. The front also has the “D’UFF o” signifying 
the privilege of the franchise.  

Macerata, view of  the Church of S. Maria delle Vergini 
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� Figure 43: Official letter sheet from the Podesta of Sant Arcangelo to the Most Illustrious Sig. Gonfalonier of 
Savignano (both seats of Government in the Legation of Forli), dated August 28, 1820.  

On the letter front is the round hand-stamped franchise seal inscribed “Il PODESTA Di SANT ARCANGELO” 
with the coat of arms of the city bearing an image of the archangel and the Umbrella and Keys with a crown on 
top, signifying fiscal authority. Also, on the front is the hand-stamped “S. ARANGELO” and the handwritten 
“D’Uff o” , indicating the privilege of the franchise.  

Savignano, view of the Roman bridge 
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� Figure 44: Official letter sheet from the commander of the Pontifical Army in Ancona (Marches) to Sig. Oliveri, the 
Most Illustrious Sig. Gonfalonier of Camerino, dated September 2, 1820. On the letter front is the oval hand-stamped 
franchise seal inscribed “COMANDO MILITARE PONTIFICIO ANCONA” with the coat of arms of Pope Pius VII  
surmounted with the Tiara and Keys. Also, on the front is the hand-stamped red “ANCONA” and the handwritten 
“D’Uff” , signifying the privilege of the franchise.  

Cardinal Consalvi also improved the Papal Army and the General of the Army reported directly to him, as did the Chief 
of Police.The police were backed up by the Papal Army. He ran the Army not as a Congregation but as a secular body 
called the Military Commission. The Army consisted of only 10,750 men but were effective in defending the State.  

Ancona, map of the harbor, 1849 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 45: Notification of Bartolomeo Cardinal Pacca, Bishop of Frascati and Camerlengo of the 
Church, dated August 22, 1820 stating: 

“having entered into the Postal Stations containing the horses of the Pontifical Domains, the pernicious 
abuse of attaching third horse above the two horses at the helm, and informed of the frequent disturbances 
that may result, to avoid such inconveniencies by order of the Holiness of our Lord and by the authority of 
our office of the Camerlengo, we order that no master of a post-stage is allowed to attach a third horse at the 
front but always attach it side-by-side so that is always under the control of the Postillion”.  

The Superintendent General of the Pontifical Post remains in charge of this order. This notification, one 
of many from the Camerlengo, shows that the Superintendent at this time reported to the Camerlengo. 
On the notification is the coat of arms of Pope Pius VII, Cardinal Pacca, and the Camerlengo.  
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� Figure 46: Handwritten official letter from the Gonfalonier of Spello (Umbria), Sig. Filippo 
Fioravanti, to the Gonfalonier of Trevi, dated October 10, 1820. He respectfully requests of his 
esteemed colleague to pass on to public view the enclosed notification.  

On the letter front is the hand stamped round franchise seal inscribed “DELE. APLICA. DI    
PERUGIA, IL GONFALONIERE DI SPELLO” with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center,   
the hand stamped “FULIGNO” , and the hand written “X”, indicating no requirement for         
postage (i.e Franchise). On the back is the stamped “10 OTTOBRE” and the same seal.  

Trevi,  Sancutary of  the Madonna della Stella 
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� Figure 47: Official printed circular from Senator Count Cesare Alessandro Scarselli to the Gonfalonier of 
San Giorgio di Piano (Legation of Bologna), dated October 13, 1820. It states: 

“To satisfy the research that I do for this Community Magistrature of the legal prices of the grapes harvested this 
year in the Province I have to have the willingness of your excellency to transmit the exact prices that have been 
used in this town, namely the high, medium, and low that have been used in  this trade.”  

This illustrates on of the many responsibilities given to the Gonfalonier of the towns in the Pontifical State in 
the administrative reorganization of July 6, 1816. On the letter front is the stamped boxed franchise seal         
inscribed “Senatore Di Bologna”.  
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� Figure 48: Handwritten official letter from the Vice Governor of Penna San Giovanni (Marches), Francisco 
Saverio Colucci, to the Governor of Santa Vittoria, dated November 20, 1820. He states that “in fulfillment of what 
was directed by his excellency in the notice 16, number 91, I did not fail to present a copy of the notice, which I enclose, 
to the home of Giuseppe Marchetti.”  

On the letter front  is the hand- stamped franchise seal inscribed “DELEGAZIONE DI MACra. VICE GOVERNO 
DI PENNA S. GIOVANNI” with the Papal Tiara in the center, the stamped “MACERATA” enclosed in a semi-
circle, and the hand written “d’Uff o” and “X” signifying the privilege of the franchise.  

Penna S. Giovanni, view of the main Church 
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� Figure 49: Hand written personal letter from Alessandro Vitali in Fermo to Sig. Jean Jacques Mercier, in care        
of Sig. Husy in Milan, dated December 31, 1820, concerning his recent travels. On the letter front Is the stamped 
“FERMO” and the hand stamp “Imp e” for “Impostata” (imposed), representing the tax imposed from 1816 on        
letters to foreign countries (here the Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia).  

The postage and tax are indicated in the top left corner of the letter. On the reverse is the receiver stamp “MILANO”.  

Milano, view of the Duomo 
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Castignano, view of the church of S. Pietro 
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� Figure 51: Handwritten letter with printed letterhe ad from the Apostolic Delegate of Camerino to the Gonfalonier  
of Acqualagna, dated October 6, 1821. It concerns an application of the rural worker, Luigi Mancini, for the wages 
owed him for the month of September if what he asserts is verified.  

On the letter front is the red circular franchise seal inscribed “DELEGAZIONE APOSTOLICA DI CAMERINO” 
with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center and the stamped “CAMERINO” in black. The hand written “D’Uffo” 
and “X’ signify the privilege of the franchise.  

Camerino, view of the Archbishops Palace 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 52: Handwritten official letter with printed  
letterhead from the Captain of the Second Regiment 
in Charge of Uniforms of the Pontifical Gendarmes to 
the Gonfalonier of Pesaro., dated October 20, 1821.  

The letter refers to a communication sent on the 5th of 
the month reporting to his excellency the need of some 
repairs to the warehouse under his responsibility. He 
requested an expert for the work for some time and 
the winter season is approaching.  

On the letter front is the round stamped Franchise 
seal inscribed “CARABINIERI PONTIFICI” with the 
Papal Tiara and Keys in the center. Also handwritten 
are the “Servezio Carabinieri” and “d’ Ufficio” , 
(rarely written in its entirety).  

The request from the Gendarmes to the Gonfalonier 
indicates the authority of this new office of the reor-
ganized Pontifical administration after July 6, 1816.  

CARABINIERE PONTIFICIO  

Carabinieri Pontifici 
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� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 53: Official letter sheet from the Governor of Castel di San Pietro (Legation of Bologna) to the 
Chamber of Legal Discipline of the Province of Bologna, dated November 4, 1821.  

On the front is the hand stamped negative double circular franchise seal inscribed “GOVERNATORE 
Di CASTEL SAN PIETRO” with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center. The pen mark across the front 
indicated the privilege of the franchise.  

Bologna, view of the medieval towers 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 54: Printed notice, dated December 30, 1821, from the General Administration  
of the Pontifical Post Office to Sig. Vincenzo Castantini, accountant of the lottery in Rome 
stating that a package has arrived in the Post Office in Rome addressed to him.   

“It comes from Forli and to be picked up has to be recorded in the corresponding Register: 
However please be kind enough to go personally to pick it up or authorize others to represent 
you.”  

The printed letterhead reads “AMMINISTRAZIONE GENERALE DELLE POSTE  
PONTIFICIE; Dall’Officio della Posta-Lettere di Rom a.” 

General Administration of the Pontifical Post  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 55: Official letter sheet from the Criminal Tribune of the Legation of Forli to the Governor of Rimini , 
dated May 6, 1822. On the letter front is the red circular franchise seal inscribed “Legazione di Forli Tribunale 
Criminale”  with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center and the stamped “FORLI” in an oval.  

The Criminal Tribunals (Courts) were formed in the reorganization of the Pontifical State by Pope Pius VII’s 
motu proprio of July 6, 1816. Title III of the motu proprio describes the responsibilities of these tribunals for 
each Legation and Delegation as well as how their members were chosen. The front also has the “D’Uffo”      
because the Tribunals enjoyed the privilege of the franchise.  

Rimini, view of the market plaza 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 56: Handwritten official military letter fro m Commander I. Monti of the 2nd Regiment, 1st Sqadron, Company 
of Ferrara, Pontifical Gendarmes, to Sig. Vincenzo Catti, Gonfalonier of Codigoro, dated July 29, 1822. He requests of the 
Gonfalonier information related to the means of transport he was provided that he cannot find. He requests the Gonfalo-
nier to send it again so that he may do what was required in the communication referred to in the letter margin. On the 
letter front is the stamped round franchise seal inscribed “ Ci Pi BRIGATA DI COPPARO” (“Ci Pi “ is the abbreviation 
for Carabinieri Pontifici) and the rectangular boxed “COPPARO”. Also on the front is the handwritten “Servizio 
carabinieri” . The letterhead includes “Carabinieri Pontifici” and the coat of arms of Pope Pius VII.  
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� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 
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Rimini, view of the Malatesta fortress 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 58: Official letter 
sheet from the Congregation of 
the Arla Consortium of Cesena 
to the Gonfalonier of Forlim-
popoli (both in the Legation of 
Forli), dated October 28, 1822.  

On the letter front is the round 
franchise seal inscribed 
“CONGREGAZIONE. CON-
SORZIALE DELL’ARLA” 
with the Papal Umbrella and 
Keys in the center. The Arla is 
a tributary of the Savio River 
that runs through Cesena. The 
consortium was financial in 
nature hence the Umbrella and 
Keys. %#1$��� /
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� Figure 59: Printed official circular from Sig, Ottaviani, Gonfalonier of Monte San Polo in the Delegation of Ascoli 
(not listed in Gallenga) to the Gonfalonier of Offida, dated February 24, 1823. He asks the Gonfalonier of Offida to do 
him a great favor and have this joint notice (enclosed) published in your comune. He also requests a “gracious return 
acknowledgement” and gives his many thanks in advance. Much of the official business between communes was done 
between their Gonfaloniers.  

On the letter front is the green boxed franchise seal inscribed “GONFALONIERE DI MONTE SAN POLO” and the 
“D’UFFo” indicating the notice required no postage. The franchise seals of the Gonfaloniers took many forms from the 
simple one shown here to elaborate coats of arms with either Papal Tiara or Umbrella and Keys, shown previously.  
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 
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 Porto S. Giorgio, view of the main Church 
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� Figure 61: Official handwritten letter from Sig. A. Babbi, Vice Governor of Ozzano to the Most Illustrious Sig. 
Pietro Aboni, Gonfalonier of Ozzano (Legation of Bologna), dated April 28, 1823. The letters requests that they   
return to an original accusation of the Pastor of Vignale regarding police purposes. The Gonfalonier provides a 
lengthy response. %#1$��� /
 ��������
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On the letter front is the stamped circular negative franchise seal inscribed “VICE GOVERNATORE DI OZZANO” 
with the Papal Tiara and Keys in the center. This type of negative seal was typical of those of Bologna. 

Pius VII, Annual medal, Anno XV, 1814 
Return of the pope to Rome from his captivity in Fontainebleau. 

St. Peter is depicted being freed from prison by an angel. 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 62: Official handwritten letter from Sig. Antonio Rosa, Gonfalonier of Civita Castellana in 
the Apostolic Delegation of Viterbo to Count Ortenzo Catucci in Rome, dated June 6, 1823. The letter 
concerns his sending a letter originally sent from a Sig. Filippo Selvaggi concerning payment of a     
servant. Also mentioned are the two elders (Anziani) of Argento that are to be involved.  

On the letter front are the hand stamped “AFFRANCATA” (pre-paid), the “CIVITACASTELLANA”, 
and the special reddish-brown stamp in a circle used from May 1823 until October 1825 on letters   
arriving in Rome that indicated the privilege of the franchise given to the Gonfaloniers. On the back of 
the letter is the stamped oval franchise seal inscribed “DELEGAZIONE APOST. VITERBO, GONFA-
LONIERE DI CIVITACASTELLANA” with the Papal Tiara a nd Keys in the center.  

Civita Castellano 
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� Top: St. Ephrem, the Syrian (d. 373), proclaimed a Doctor of 
the Church in 1920; Bottom:  50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the Ivory Coast.  

 

� Figure 63: Official letter sheet from the Gonfalonier of Bagnacavallo (seat of the Government of 
Lugo in the Legation of Ferrara) to Sig. G. Becci, the Gonfalonier of Forli, dated June 23, 1823.  

On the front is the double circular stamped franchise seal inscribed “GONFALONIERE DI BAG-
NACAVALLO”  with the papal Tiara and Keys in the center and the stamped “LUGO” . This illus-
trates that there was a Gonfalonier in the large cities as well as the Comunes in the Pontifical State. 
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Lugo, view of the Fortress 
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� Left, the stamp marking the 300th anniversary of St. John Baptist de la Salle. Right, Miniature sheet issued in connection of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Romania in late May-early June 2019. 

� Stamp marking the 300th anniver-
sary of St. John Baptist de la Salle.  
 

� Miniature sheet issued in connec-
tion of Pope Francis’ visit to Romania 
11 May to 2 June 2019. 

 

� Figure 64: Façade of the Palazzo Massimo alle Colonne, the Renaissance palace in Rome designed by Baldassarre    
Peruzzi in 1532-1536. It was built on the site of former palaces of the ancient Massimo family destroyed in the Sack of 
Rome in 1527.  

The six Doric columns framing the entrance give the palace its name “alle Colonne”. The curvature of the façade is a   
result of the foundation being built on the stands of the stadium of the Emperor Domitian. This landmark palace is open 
to the public annually only on March 16, the day that St. Philip Neri intervened in the life of 14-year-old Paola Massimo.  

The palace has served as the central post office in Rome for centuries, including during the tenure of the Marquis Camillo 
Massimo, the Superintendent of the Pontifical Post, created by pope Pius VII and continued under Pope Leo XII.  

Rome, Palazzo Massimo 
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Pontifical State: Delegations & Legations 

I Legation of Bologna 

II Legation of Ferrara 

III Legation of Ravenna 

IV Legation of Forli 

V Delegation of Urbino & Pesaro 

VI Delegation of Ancona 

VII Delegation of Macerata 

VIII Delegation of Fermo 

IX Delegation of Ascoli 

X Delegation of Camerino 

XI Delegation of Perugia 

XII Delegation of Orvieto 

XIII Delegation of Spoleto 

XIV Delegation of Rieti 

XV Delegation of Viterbo 

XVI Delegation of Civitavecchia 

XVII Comarca of Rome 

XVIII Legation of Velletri 

XIX Delegation of Frosinone 

XX Delegation of Benevento 

� Figure 65: Map of the Pontifical State, circa 1855, showing the original Delegations and Legations created by Pope Pius VII in 
his motu  proprio of July 6, 1816 and the Delegation of Orvieto and Legation of Velletri added by Pope Gregory XVI. The Dele-
gation of Orvieto was created from part of Umbria in Pope Gregory’s motu proprio of July 5, 1831 and the Legation of Velletri 
by his motu proprio of  February 1, 1832 from part of the Delegation of Frosinone.  

The Delegations and Legations are numbered and include their capitals. They are found within the traditional Pontifical regions 
of Romagna (in red), Marches (in green), Umbria (in yellow), and Lazio (in purple). Also shown are the bordering states in the 
Italian peninsula.  



���	��
������������ ����������
	���	�
��������
�
�	� 	�������������� !���"� ���

 

 

The Postal System of the Pontifical State 

� Figure 66: Map of the Postal System of the Pontifical State (circa 1855) showing the three Postal Distances, the three Rays of 
the First Distance, the Forty Offices of Direction (if shown as a star, it is the capital of the Delegation or Legation; if as a circle, it 
is city or town) and the six major postal routes.  

The First Distance is in grey, the Second Distance in green, and the Third Distance in red. The three rays of the First Distance 
are bordered by orange lines and named on the map.  

Distance I Lazio and Umbria 

Distance II Marche 

Distance III Romagna 

 

 

 

Note: Distance I is divided into 3 
postal regions know as “Raggi” (Rays) 

Route 1: Rome - Frosinone 

Route 2: Rome - Terracini 

Route 3: Rome - Tivoli 

Route 4: Rome - Bologna - Ferrara 

Route 5: Rome - Acquapendente 

Route 6: Rome - Civitavecchia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Postal Routes 
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Pope Pius VII: Coinage & Medals (1816-1823) 

Pius VII, ½ bajocchi, 1816 

Pius VII, silver Scudo, 1802 

Pius VII, gold Scudo, 1817 
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Pius VII, annual medal, Anno XVIII, artwork returned from the Napoleonic invasion, Lacoonte, 1817 

Pius VII, annual medal, Anno XVI, coronation of the blessed Madonna of Savona, 1815 
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Pius VII, annual medal, Anno VIII, 1807. Canonization of five religious: Benedetto il Moro (1524-1589), Angela Merici (1474-1540), 
Francesco Caracciolo (1563-1608), Giacinta Marescotti (1585-1640) and Coletta di Corbie (1381-1447) 

Pius VII, annual medal, Anno XXIII, re-discovery of the remains of St. Francis of Assisi, 1822 
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Pius VII, annual medal, Anno XXIV, restructure of the Piazza del Popolo, 1823 

Pius VII, annual medal, Anno XXIII, view of the new wing of the Vatican Museums, 1822 
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Italy (North Part), Samuel Augustus Mitchell, Philadelphia, 1848. 


